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LAMENTATIONS

INTRODUCTION

The Book of Lamentations is a mournful postscript to the book of Jeremiah. Through the use of five dirges, or funeral laments, Jeremiah grieved over the fate of Jerusalem because of her sin. Yet the book contains more than just the backward glances of a vindicated prophet. “it is a mute reminder that sin, in spite of all its allurement and excitement, carries misery, barrenness, and pain” (Charles R. Swindoll). Lamentations both mourns the fall of the city and offers repoof, instruction, and hope to its survivors.
Jeremiah would have penned these poetic dirges after Jerusalem fell to Babylon in 586 B.C. but before he was taken to Egypt after Gedaliah’s assassination. The vivid descriptions and deep emotions expressed in the Book of Lamentations argue for a composition shortly after the events occurred, possibly in late 586 B.C. or early 585 B.C. 

Jeremiah witnessed the desecration of the temple and the destruction of the city. The once-proud capital had been trampled in the dust. Her people were now under the harsh hand of a cruel taskmaster. With all these events stamped vividly on his mind Jeremiah sat down to compose his series of laments.

(Adapted from “Lamentations” by Charles H. Dyer in The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

PRINCIPLES
“All Have Sinned”

1.

In order to be saved, we must acknowledge our _______________ from God and that we are __________________ without His help (Lamentations 1:2a, 9b, 16a, 17a, 21a; Revelation 21:1-2; Romans 3:23; 6:23).

Reflection and Response




Why do some people have to reach a state of utter helplessness before they acknowledge their sins and receive God’s gift of salvation?

Deliverance from God’s Wrath

2.

As true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be _________________ and ______________________ by the great truth that we’ll never experience God’s wrath on earth or in eternity (Lamentations 2:1, 3, 21, 22;  2 Peter 3:7, 10; 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11).


Reflection and Response




Why is it important to distinguish between times of persecution in our Christian lives and God’s judgments on rebellious humanity?
God’s Faithfulness


3. 
As believers who will be delivered from God’s wrath because of His faithful love, 
we should pray that through God’s ________________we’ll be able to reflect the 
“fullness of Christ” in all of our relationships (Lamentations 3:1; 17-18, 22-27, 31-33, 55-
58; Deuteronomy 30:1-3, 6).


Reflection and Response



Why is Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians just as relevant for us today as it was in 
the first century? (Ephesians 3:14-21).

Parallels between Lamentations and Deuteronomy
      Lamentations



Deuteronomy



Adapted from The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Charlie H. Dyer, p. 1209.
Praying for God’s Help


4.
When seeking God’s help in prayer, we should always acknowledge that He is the 
________________, __________________ and awesome God (Lamentations 5:1, 19-22; 
Nehemiah 1:4 (see also Daniel 9:4); Matthew 6:9-10).

Reflection and Response



 When considering this principle regarding God’s sovereignty, how does the 
apostle John’s teaching on prayer apply? (See 1 John 5:14.)
EZEKIEL
INTRODUCTION
 Author

The prophet Ezekiel had the thankless job of proclaiming God’s message on the crowded and hostile streets of Babylon. At the same time that Jeremiah was warning the citizens of Jerusalem of the coming destruction of that holy city, Ezekiel was preaching the same message to the exiles in Babylon. Even though these exiles were hundreds of miles away from the Promised Land and the temple, God would not leave them in the dark. Instead He sent Ezekiel to warn, exhort, and comfort the weary exiles.


Ezekiel received and reported revelations from the living God as an exile in Babylon during 593-571 B.C. All that is known of this solitary prophet comes from his written prophecy, and no compelling data exist for the acceptance of any author other than the one named in the book itself: Ezekiel, son of Buzi (a priest), who was taken captive with Jehoiachin and other Hebrews in 597 B.C.

Historical Setting


Ezekiel ministered in Babylon, at Tel Abib near the Chebar River. This is in the southeastern section of modern Iraq, northwest of the Persian Gulf. The Babylonians settled the Jewish exiles in this region to colonize them.


Ezekiel’s ministry was primarily to those Jews deported from Judah by the Babylonians and any Israelites that remained in exile from previous deportations by the Assyrians. Still his messages had great instructional and practical significance for the Hebrews remaining in Israel and for the surrounding pagan nations, whose fate he foretold. Although Ezekiel was transported in visions to Jerusalem (see chs. 8; 11), those revelations were always for the benefit of him and those to whom he was speaking in exile.


Ezekiel’s warnings of national calamity include warnings of disease, death, destruction, and deportation. Yet because of God’s unconditional promises and through the people’s repentance, God’s spiritual and material blessings would return to the people. Ezekiel’s purpose was to remind His people of their spiritual unfaithfulness (ch. 16) and of God’s faithfulness to His own promises. Ezekiel showed the people how judgment was a natural outcome of a holy God’s wrath against sin. It was also a loving God’s means of disciplining His people: to correct their beliefs, redirect their behavior, and restore intimate fellowship between Himself and them. Thus Ezekiel preached to the exiles the imminence of God’s judgment and the need for individual and national repentance.
(Adapted from The Nelson Study Bible, pp. 1332-1333)
Age and Experience

1.
When we are selecting those who are to lead and shepherd the church at the 
highest levels of leadership, we should factor in the importance of _________________ 
age (Ezekiel 1:1-3; Genesis 41:46; Titus 1:5-6).

Reflection and Response




What can happen when a leader in the church is older chronologically and yet not 
mature spiritually and psychologically?


God’s Eternal Glory


2.
We must never forget who the ______________ God is—the eternal Father, the 
glorified Son and the divine Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 1:4, 26-27, 28; Revelation 1:12-16, 17, 
2 Corinthians 3:17, 18).


Reflection and Response



How should our knowledge of God’s eternal glory and holiness impact the way 
we live our lives as Christians? (2 Peter 1:3-9)

Persistent Preaching

3.
Regardless of the way people respond to the message of the Gospel, we are to be 
__________________ in letting all people know that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the 
world in order 
to deliver us from God’s final judgment on sin (Ezekiel 2:1-4, 7; 2 
Timothy 4:1-5).



Reflection and Response


Though this principle applies in a special way to those who feel called to 
vocational evangelistic and pastoral ministries, how does it apply to all members of the 
body of Christ? (Ephesians 4:16).

Internalizing God’s Word


4.
Before we can teach God’s Word with _______________ and _____________, 
we must internalize God’s truth in our own lives (Ezekiel 2:8-10, 3:1-3, 10-11; 
Revelation 10:8-11; Hebrews 5:12-14).


Reflection and Response



How does this principle apply in a particular way to parents?

Cautious Communication


5.
In terms of dispensing God’s truth, we should ____________ clearly where God 
has spoken already and we should be _______________ when people want to engage in 
unprofitable communication (Ezekiel 3:14-15, 22-27; Titus 3:9).

Reflection and Response



What are some of the ways in which Christians violate this principle?

28:65 Among those nations you will find no repose, no resting place for the sole of your foot.





28:44 He will be the head, but you will be the tail.





28:32 Your sons and daughters will be given to another nation.





28:25  The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will come at them from one direction but flee from them in seven.





28:41 You will have sons and daughters but you will not keep them, because they will go into captivity.





28:37 You will become a thing of horror and an object of scorn and ridicule to all the nations where the LORD will drive you.





28:53 Because of the suffering that your enemy will inflect on you during the siege, you will eat the fruit of the womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the LORD your God has given you.





28:50  …A fierce-looking nation without respect for the old or pity for the young. 








1:3  She dwells among the nations; she finds no resting place.





1:5  Her foes have become her masters.





1:5 Her children have gone into exile, captive before the foe.





1:6 In weakness they have fled before the pursurer.














1:18 My young men and maidens have gone into exile.











2:15 All who pass your way clap their hands at you; they scoff and shake their heads at the Daughter of Jerusalem.





2:20 Should women eat their offspring, the children they have cared for?














2:21 Young and old lie together in the dust of the streets.

















28:56-67 The most gentle and sensitive woman among you . . . will begrudge the husband she loves and her own son or daughter the afterbirth from her womb and the children she bears. For she intends to eat them secretly during the siege.





28:30 You will build a house, but you will not live in it.








28:65 Among those nations you will find no repose.





28:48 In hunger and thirst . . . you will serve the enemies the LORD sends against you.





28:30 You will be pledged to be married to a woman, but another will take her and ravish her.





28:50 . . . A fierce-looking nation without respect for the old . . . 





28:26  Your carcasses will be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away. 





 4:10 With their own hands compassionate women have cooked their own children.




















5:2 Our inheritance has been turned over to aliens, our homes to foreigners.





5:5  We are weary and find no rest.





5:10 Our skin is hot as an oven, feverish from hunger.








5:11 Women have been ravished in Zion, and virgins in the towns of Judah.





5:12 Elders are shown no respect.





5:18 Mount Zion . . . lies desolate, with jackals prowling over it.





























