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The Power of Pride


36. 
No matter what our leadership role in the Christian community, we must be on 
guard against the human and often subtle tendency to be prideful and even 
____________(Jeremiah 41:1-3; 11-14; 42:1-3; 43:1-3; 44:26-30; 3 John 9; 1 John 2:16). 


Reflection and Response



Why is pride and arrogance often the core issue that causes even spiritual leaders 
to make disastrous decisions that are so destructive to the cause of Christ? (Isaiah 14:12-
15)

A Righteous Judge and Human Compassion


37.
When evil doers are punished, as believers we must trust the Lord’s ___________ 
without losing our compassion for those who deliberately disobey God (Jeremiah 45:1-5; 
Romans 10:1-2).


Reflection and Response



Why must we be careful not to take on ourselves burdens that belong only to 
God?

Prophetic Fulfillment

38. 
As believers, we should consider fulfilled prophecy as a powerful means to 
demonstrate that the message of the Bible is ___________ and ___________________ 
(Jeremiah 46:1-2; 47:1; 48:1a; 49:1a, 7, 23a, 28a, 34-35a; 2 Peter 1:20-21).


Reflection and Response



In what creative ways can we use prophecy appropriately to communicate to 
people that the Bible is the Word of God?

Signs of the Times

39.
Though no one knows when Jesus Christ will return, we should carefully consider 
what may be signs that may signal that this awesome event may be _____________ 
(Jeremiah 50:1, 3, 18, 46; 51:26, 61; Revelation 18:21).


Reflection and Response



If the original city of Babylon continues to be rebuilt, what are the implications 
regarding the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to judge the world and then to rule and 
reign on earth?  

God’s Mercy and Grace


40.
As believers, we must never forget to ______________ and ______________ 
God for His mercy and grace in delivering us from eternal death ((Jeremiah 52:1-3, 


10-11, 31-34; 1 Timothy 1:13, 13b-14, 15-17).

Reflection and Response


Why is it so easy to take God’s mercy and grace for granted?

LAMENTATIONS

INTRODUCTION

The Book of Lamentations is a mournful postscript to the book of Jeremiah. Through the use of five dirges, or funeral laments, Jeremiah grieved over the fate of Jerusalem because of her sin. Yet the book contains more than just the backward glances of a vindicated prophet. “it is a mute reminder that sin, in spite of all its allurement and excitement, carries misery, barrenness, and pain” (Charles R. Swindoll). Lamentations both mourns the fall of the city and offers repoof, instruction, and hope to its survivors.

Jeremiah would have penned these poetic dirges after Jerusalem fell to Babylon in 586 B.C. but before he was taken to Egypt after Gedaliah’s assassination. The vivid descriptions and deep emotions expressed in the Book of Lamentations argue for a composition shortly after the events occurred, possibly in late 586 B.C. or early 585 B.C. 

Jeremiah witnessed the desecration of the temple and the destruction of the city. The once-proud capital had been trampled in the dust. Her people were now under the harsh hand of a cruel taskmaster. With all these events stamped vividly on his mind Jeremiah sat down to compose his series of laments.

(Adapted from “Lamentations” by Charles H. Dyer in The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

PRINCIPLES

“All Have Sinned”


1.

In order to be saved, we must acknowledge our _______________ from God and that we are _________________ without His help (Lamentations 1:2a, 9b, 16a, 17a, 21a; Revelation 21:1-2; Romans 3:23; 6:23).


Reflection and Response




Why do some people have to reach a state of utter helplessness before they acknowledge their sins and receive God’s gift of salvation?

A God of Love and Anger


2.

We must remember that God is a loving, compassionate creator who reflects patience and long-suffering, but He is also a God of anger who will eventually reveal His _______________ against those who consistently reject His message of hope and salvation (Lamentations 2:1, 3, 21, 22; 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11).


Reflection and Response




Why is it important to distinguish between times of persecution in our Christian lives and God’s judgments on rebellious humanity?
