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Making Sacrifices


19. When as believers we face times of persecution and crises, we should be willing 
to forego some of the God-ordained _______________ and __________ of life in order 
to focus on immediate spiritual priorities (Jeremiah 16:1-4, 9; 1 Corinthians 7:26-29).


Reflection and Response


Why it is important that we not take these Old and New Testament examples out of context?

Spiritual Blindness


20. When we engage in persistent sin, it should not surprise us that we’ll experience a 
desensitized _______________ leading to spiritual blindness (Jeremiah 16:10; 17:1-3a, 
9-10, 27; Hebrews 3:12-13).


Reflection and Response


In what ways can we encourage each other in our culture so that we not allow our hearts to become hardened leading to spiritual blindness?

 God’s Sovereign Control


21. Though God has given all human beings freedom to make decisions—rightly or 
wrongly—we must remember that God is still a sovereign God who carries out His divine 
_______________ in this world according to His will (Jeremiah 18:1-6, 11-12; Romans 
9:20-21; 2 Peter 3:9).


Reflection and Response

How can we be totally committed to sharing the Gospel with unsaved people and at the same time be totally aware that no one will respond unless God has chosen them?

Depression and Distortions


22. When we are ___________ and _____________ by God’s enemies, we should not be 
surprised when we experience depression leading to serious distortions in our thinking 
(Jeremiah 18:18; 20:1-2, 7, 14-18; 1 Kings Principles 30-35; Acts 16:22-25). 


Reflection and Response


How can we explain the difference between Jeremiah’s perspective and that of Paul and Silas?

Shepherding God’s Flock


23. As spiritual leaders in local churches, we are to shepherd the Lord’s flock 
_________________, exemplifying the life of the Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ (Jeremiah 
21:7; 22:11-12, 18-19, 22, 24-27; 23:1-2; Jeremiah 39:5-7; John 9:39-41; 1 Peter 5:1-4). 


Reflection and Response


What safeguards has God put in place for the church to make sure their spiritual leaders are faithful shepherds? (See 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9). 

Living Godly Lives


24. Ultimately God will judge the unbelieving world, and as believers we should always 
be _________________ to live holy lives while we wait for this judgment to come 
(Jeremiah 25:30-31, 37-38; 2 Peter 3:10-13; 2 Peter 3:14). 


Reflection and Response


How do Paul’s words to Titus correlate with this “Principle to Live By”? (See Titus 2:11-13). 

Living or Dying


25. Though it’s God’s will that we live in a peaceful environment in order to 
communicate the Gospel freely, we must understand that there may be times when 
Christians face intense _________________, which may even lead to ___________ 
(Jeremiah 26:10-11, 20, 23-24; Acts 12:1-2; Philippians 1:20). 

Reflection and Response

What are your thoughts and feelings when you reflect on the fact that you personally could face this kind of persecution?

God’s Servants


26. Though we are to do all we can to thwart evil in the world by doing what is good, we 
must recognize that in God’s scheme of things, even ___________ _____________ are to 
be viewed as God’s servants (Jeremiah 27:1-6, 12-13; Romans 13:4; 1 Peter 2:17; 
Romans 12:21). 


Reflection and Response


What can happen if we neglect our human responsibility when attempting to apply this principle?

Confronting False Teachers


27. As spiritual leaders in the church, we must be willing to confront false 
teachers 
directly in order to _____________ God’s people (Jeremiah 28:1-4, 15-17; Titus 1:10-11; 

Titus 3:10-11).

Reflection and Response


How do we reconcile what Paul wrote to Timothy in his second letter to this young pastor (2 Timothy 2:23-26), with what he wrote to Titus?

Sincerely Seeking God


28. As we seek to know God personally and intimately, we should search for Him with 
_____    _____ _________, knowing that God will ultimately respond (Jeremiah 29:10-
14; Matthew 7:7-8).


Reflection and Response


How can we avoid applying promises that God exclusively made to Israel and at the same time avoid overlooking those that apply to those of us who are new covenant people?

