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Understanding Ecclesiastes

Man has a capacity and desire to know how all things, men, and ideas fit together—the 

end from the beginning—and yet he cannot know until he comes to know the One who 

built man in His own image with the capacity to understand who he is as a man, what he 

means, and what is the worth of things, even life itself. Life, in and of itself, even God’s

good world with all its good, God-given gifts, is unable to deliver meaning and joy when 

it is appropriated in a piecemeal fashion. This is the meaning of the prologue: “Absolute 

futility. Everything is futile”—namely, that no single part of God’s good world can 

unlock the meaning to life. Life, in and of itself, is unable to supply the key to the 

questions of identity, meaning, purpose, value, enjoyment, and destiny. Only in coming

 to know God can one begin to find answers to these questions.
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The Futility of Life Without God


1.  Even though we are made in God’s image and are capable of accomplishing many 
wonderful things in this life, we are to live our lives in view of ________________ 
(Ecclesiastes 1:1-3, 11; Mark 8:36-37).

Reflection and Response



Why is this principle so relevant at any moment in history and how is it being 
violated in our own culture today?

The Futility of Pleasure Without God


2. Even though we live in a fallen world, God has given us many things to enjoy on this 
earth, but as Christians we must focus first and foremost on ____________ ___________ 
if we are to discover fulfillment in this life and in the life to come (Ecclesiastes 1:12-14; 
2:11; Luke 12:16-21). 

Reflection and Response


Though Jesus was speaking of those who live only for the pleasures of this life, how does Solomon’s warnings and Jesus’ words apply to Christians as well?

The Futility of Wisdom Without God


3. Even though wisdom is far more important than foolishness, we are to seek wisdom
that is not only focused on life “under the sun” but on _______________ wisdom 
(Ecclesiastes 2:12-15, 24-26; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15).

Reflection and Response


Why is it so easy to lose sight of God’s eternal purpose for our lives?

God’s Sovereign Will

4. Though God has created each of us with a _________ ________ and holds all of us 
accountable as to how we use this freedom, when all is said and done we are to recognize 
He is ___________________ over all aspects of His creation (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 11, 15; 
Romans 8:30; 
Ephesians 2:6-7). 

Reflection and Response



What happens when Christians attempt to logically and definitively resolve 
this divine mystery regarding God’s sovereignty and our free will?

An Earthly and Eternal Perspective


5. We must accept the fact that physical _____________ will come to most living beings, 
but if we know God through the Lord Jesus Christ, we can enjoy life on this earth and, 
most importantly, eternal life with God (Ecclesiastes 3:16-17, 22; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-
18). 


Reflection and Response

Even though life on this earth is temporal and life with God is eternal, as Christians why can we enjoy life in the here and now more fully than unbelievers?

The Family of God

6. Though we are surrounded by human beings who are ________________ and 
________________, we can enjoy life on earth by being a part of Christ’s body—the 
church—which is designed to provide fellowship and mutual strength (Ecclesiastes 4:1, 
4, 9-12; Ephesians 3:3-6). 


Reflection and Response



How does Paul’s prayer for the Philippians (see chapter 1:3-5) illustrate this 
principle?

Godliness with Contentment


7. Even though injustices, selfishness and materialism are a discomforting ___________ 
in this world, we must not fail to worship God continually and to be content with what 
God provides for us to enjoy (Ecclesiastes 5:1, 8, 18-20; 1 Timothy 6:6-8, 17-19).


Reflection and Response



Why is it easy for us as Christians to get our priorities out of focus?

False Security


8. Though we may be wealthy, be honored, have many children and live a long life, 
apart from knowing God we will eventually be ________________ and ______________ 
in life on this earth (Ecclesiastes 6:1-3, 12; 2 Timothy 3:7, 9; John 14:6). 


Reflection and Response



Why is it easy for non-Christians to become self-deceived and believe they would 
never change a thing as they look back on their life?

Inequities in Life


9. Because of sin in this world, we must accept the fact that life on this earth is often 
___________ and ______________ (Ecclesiastes 7:1-3, 15; 8:14; 2 Timothy 3:10-13; 
James 1:2-4).


Reflection and Response


How do these two New Testament perspectives correlate with some of the 
“wise 
sayings” in Ecclesiastes chapter 7?

Living a Christ Centered Life


10. Even though we are made in God’s image and created with eternity in our hearts 
and are capable of accomplishing many incredible things and experiencing all our 
five 
senses have to offer, ______________ is unprofitable if we are not living in God’s will 
and fulfilling His purposes in our lives (Ecclesiastes 8:16-17; 12:1, 11, 13-14; Colossians 
2:3; 1:15-20). 


Reflection and Response



What specific steps must one take to live and understand His purposes for 
our 
lives?

Song of Songs - Introduction


Various Bible students have interpreted the “Song of Songs” (traditionally called the “Song of Solomon”) in various ways. Some believe it is an allegory—an extended metaphor. This approach assumes that there is no factual record of any past event but the allegory is simply a means to teach some deeper spiritual truth.


Christians particularly see it as a book of typology, describing Christ’s loving concern for His bride, the Church. Though true believers are indeed identified as Christ’s bride, and you can certainly find points of application, what is written doesn’t seem to fall into this interpretive method. 


There’s no reason why we shouldn’t interpret this book in a natural, literal way. Solomon was discussing intimate relationships between a man and a woman. Consequently, the supracultural principles that are outlined from this poetic book are based on what seem to be a very clear-cut reality.

Intimate Conversations


1. It’s God’s will that as husbands and wives we are to have _________ and 
________________   conversations regarding our mutual sexuality (Song of Songs 1:2, 
10-11, 15, 16-17; Genesis 2:18, 21-25; 1 Corinthians 7:3-5).


Reflection and Response


How has sin tended to impact husbands and wives in their ability to communicate 
with one another at this level of intimacy?
