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PROVERBS

Civic Responsibility


36. As Christians, we are to always honor God first but we are to also honor and respect 
those who have _______________ authority—regardless of their religious point of view 
(Proverbs 24:21-22; 22:11; 1 Peter 2:17; Romans 13:4-5). 



Reflection and Response

In what circumstances do some Christians have to make a choice between obeying God or man?


Turning the Other Cheek



37. As Christians, we are to love and pray for our ______________ (Proverbs 25:21-22; 
Matthew 5:43-44; Romans 12:19-21).


Reflection and Response

How do we reconcile these biblical teachings with a desire for justice?


Punishment for Criminal Behavior



38. As Christians, we are to endorse both ______________ and ______________ 
punishment for serious criminal behavior (Proverbs 26:3; Proverbs 10:13; 13:24; 22:15; 
23:13-14; 29:15; 20:30; 15:10; 17:10; 19:18, 25; Deuteronomy 25:1-3; Leviticus 24:13-
14; Romans 13:4).


Reflection and Response




When choosing methods of disciplining our children today, why is it important to 
understand that most of the proverbs that expound on this subject are referring to serious 
criminal behavior on the part of adult children?

Planning Ahead


39.  As Christians we are to _____________ commit our future ___________ to the 
Lord’s will, acknowledging that only He knows the future (Proverbs 27:1-2; 15:22; 21:5; 
James 4:13-16).


Reflection and Response



What are some practical suggestions to enable us to keep this principle in 
balance?


Confessing Sins



40. Whether non-Christian or Christian, we are to ____________ and _______________  
our sins in order to experience fellowship with God (Proverbs 28:13; Hebrews 12:5-6; 


1 John 1:8-9). 


Reflection and Response



How do John’s statements in his first epistle apply to both non-Christians and 
Christians?

God’s Inspired Revelation

41. As Christians, we must devote ourselves to meditating on God’s inspired _________ in order to discover God’s “good, pleasing, and perfect will” (Romans 12:2) (Proverbs 29:18; 2 Timothy 2:15; Titus 1:9).

Reflection and Response



What is happening in churches today where teaching the Scriptures has become a 
secondary emphasis?

God’s Completed Revelation


42. As Christians, we must never “_______ ___” or “_______ ________” from God’s 
eternal Word as revealed in the Holy Scriptures (Proverbs 30:5-6; 2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

Reflection and Response



What verifiable illustrations can you cite where individuals have purposely 
violated this principle?

Honoring One Another


43. Though God has established unique roles for men and women, we must never 
violate 
the unique __________ and ___________ all believers have through a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ (Proverbs 31:30-31; Galatians 3:28).

Reflection and Response



How is it possible to have male leadership in the home and church and yet be 
“one in Christ” in every respect? 

Understanding Ecclesiastes

Man has a capacity and desire to know how all things, men, and ideas fit together—the 

end from the beginning—and yet he cannot know until he comes to know the One who 

built man in His own image with the capacity to understand who he is as a man, what he 

means, and what is the worth of things, even life itself. Life, in and of itself, even God’s

good world with all its good, God-given gifts, is unable to deliver meaning and joy when 

it is appropriated in a piecemeal fashion. This is the meaning of the prologue: “Absolute 

futility. Everything is futile”—namely, that no single part of God’s good world can 

unlock the meaning to life. Life, in and of itself, is unable to supply the key to the 

questions of identity, meaning, purpose, value, enjoyment, and destiny. Only in coming

 to know God can one begin to find answers to these questions.
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ECCLESIASTES
The Futility of Life Without God


1.  Even though we are made in God’s image and are capable of accomplishing many 
wonderful things in this life, we are to live our lives in view of ________________ 
(Ecclesiastes 1:1-3, 11; Mark 8:36-37).

Reflection and Response



Why is this principle so relevant at any moment in history and how is it being 
violated in our own culture today?

The Futility of Pleasure Without God


2. Even though we live in a fallen world, God has given us many things to 
enjoy on this 
earth, but as Christians we must focus first and foremost on ___________ ___________ 
if we are to discover fulfillment in this life and in the life to come (Ecclesiastes 1:12-14; 
2:11; Luke 12:16-21). 

Reflection and Response


Though Jesus was speaking of those who live only for the pleasures of this life, how does Solomon’s warnings and Jesus’ words apply to Christians as well?

The Futility of Wisdom Without God


3. Even though wisdom is far more important than foolishness, we are to seek wisdom
that is not only focused on life “under the sun” but on ______________ wisdom 
(Ecclesiastes 2:12-15, 24-26; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15).

Reflection and Response


Why is it so easy to lose sight of God’s eternal purpose for our lives?

