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Introduction to Proverbs


The Bible mentions Egyptian wisdom (1 Kings 4:30), wisdom of the east (1 Kings 4:30), wisdom of Edom (Jeremiah 49:7), and the wisdom of Babylon (Jeremiah 50:35), among others. One of the most ancient methods to teach this wisdom, dating back at least to 3000 BC in Egypt, involves the use of proverbs. These ancient literary vehicles, usually thought of as short, pithy sayings, vividly communicate general truths in a memorable way. You would easily recognize this method of teaching from more recent proverbs such as “A rolling stone gathers no moss” or “To be penny wise is to be pound foolish.” This way of passing on valuable information has proven to be an effective technique for millennia. However, nothing guarantees that these kinds of proverbs have God’s certified approval.

What is a proverb and where are they in Scripture?


Solomon, son of David and king of Israel (Proverbs 1:1), turned proverbs into an art form as a teaching method. He masterfully penned 3,000 proverbs (1 Kings 4:32), many of which have been preserved until now in the Bible book known as Proverbs. Since these words of wisdom appear in Scripture, originally coming from the mind of God, they uniquely comprise the only set of proverbs written in human history that the Lord guarantees to be wholly true and trustworthy. While proverbs of human origin might have borne the test of time, only biblical proverbs possess the eternal authority of God.

Who wrote Proverbs and when?


Proverbs indisputably testifies three times to Solomon’s (King of Israel, ca. 970-930 BC) primary authorship (1:1; 10:1; 25:1), although he is not the only contributor nor the final editor. Other apparent writers include anonymous sages (22:17-24:34), as well as Agur (30:1-33) and Lemuel (31:1-31) whose identities also remain uncertain. Proverbs 25:1-29:27, attributed to Solomon’s own composition, were over 200 years later collected and collated by wise men during Hezekiah’s reign (ca. 715-686 BC).


You should not be surprised that Solomon figured so prominently in the collecting and writing of Proverbs. After all, Solomon qualified to be the wisest man of his day (1 Kings 3:28; 5:7; 10:23; 11:41), and even in all of time (1 Kings 3:12). He also wrote Psalms 72 and 127, The Song of Solomon, and Ecclesiastes.
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