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Authentic Repentance

50. When as believers we deliberately sin and walk out of God’s will, we should respond to God’s _________ and ___________ with a repentant and broken heart (Psalm 51:1-2; 7, 10, 17; Exodus 12:21-23; Psalm 51:7; 1 John 1:8-9). 


Reflection and Response


Why do so many Christians seemingly express regret for their sins, not because they’re truly repentant but because they’ve been caught?

The Power of a Wicked Tongue

51.  As Christians, we should always use words to _________ people—not to ________ them (Psalm 52:1-4; James 3:5-6). 

Reflection and Response


What are some practical steps we can take as Christians to make sure we use words to help people rather than to hurt them?


Praying for Protection and Vindication

52. When we are abandoned, rejected or betrayed, we should turn to God in faith and prayer, seeking His __________ and ______________ (Psalm 54:1-3; 2 Timothy 4:14; Romans 12:19).
Reflection and Response

Though we are not to take the law into our own hands and mete out justice to evil people, how can we pray for protection and vindication without violating Paul’s exhortation when he wrote: “Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good” (Romans 12:21). 

When We Are Betrayed

53. When we are betrayed and wounded by someone we have _____________ implicitly, we must follow the example of the Lord Jesus Christ who prayed for both his fickle friends and his worst enemies (Psalm 55:12-14; Luke 22:31-32). 


Reflection and Response

Why is it sometimes very difficult to forgive and pray for close friends who have betrayed our trust?

Our Eternal Hope

54. When we face persecution and attacks from the enemies of the cross, we should 
pray and trust God to enable us to stand firm for truth and righteousness, realizing 
that evil people may be able to destroy our _____________ but never our __________ (Psalm 56:1-4, 10-11, 13; John 8:12). 

Reflection and Response

How did this eternal perspective affect Paul when he was facing the possibility of death in a Roman prison? (See Philippians 1:20). 

The Power of Encouragement

55. As members of Christ’s family, the church, we should provide encouragement for one another—especially for those who are ___________ and ______________ (Psalm 57:1, 5, 7, 9-11; 1 Samuel 22:1; Romans 12:10a; 1 Thessalonians 5:11). 


Reflection and Response
How can various forms of encouragement from other members of the family of God change our attitude, even toward God?

Being Light and Salt

56. As members of Christ’s church who are living in a society that is becoming more unjust and decadent—even at the highest levels of government, we must take a proactive approach in ______________ for our political leaders and being _________ and ______ in this world (Psalm 58:1-3; Matthew 5:15-16).


Reflection and Response

When Paul exhorted New Testament believers—and all believers thereafter—to pray “for kings and all those who are in authority,” does this exhortation leave room for us to pray specifically that God will deal directly with those in power who are leading a nation astray? (See 1 Timothy 2:1-4). 

Praising God in Difficult Circumstances

57. When we are under intense pressure from those who hate us because of our Christian convictions, we should pray for _____________ and the strength and grace to _________ God in the midst of these difficult circumstances (Psalm 59:2-4, 16-17; 1 Samuel 18:7; Acts 16:25). 
Reflection and Response

How do we explain that some Christians are delivered from a martyr’s death when they pray and praise God and others are not?

The Armor of God

58. When we are experiencing unprecedented ___________ in our marriages, family life, church functions and vocational endeavors, we should expect satanic attacks, particularly if we fail to protect ourselves with the ________________ armor of God (Psalm 60:1-2, 9-12; 1 Samuel 8:13b-14).

Reflection and Response

As you reflect on Ephesians 6:10-18, what piece of armor is missing the most today in the average local church? In a Christian marriage? In the family structure? In our lives as individual Christians?
A Strong Tower

59. Since the Lord Jesus Christ is our “great high priest who has passed through the ______________,” we should “approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time” (Hebrews 4:14, 16) (Psalm 61:1-3; 6-8; Hebrews 12:2). 

Reflection and Response
What are the significant theological truths captured by the author of the following hymn, and how do these truths relate to Psalm 61?


O safe to the Rock that is higher than I,

My soul in its conflicts and sorrows would fly;

So sinful, so weary, Thine, Thine, would I be;

Thou blest “Rock of Ages,” I’m hiding in Thee.


God’s Faithful Love

60. As Christians we should constantly desire to ______________ God’s faithful love more than any other blessing in our lives (Psalm 63:1-3; Romans 8:38-39). 


Reflection and Response

How can Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians in 3:17b-19 help us to apply this principle that comes from David’s experience in the Judean dessert?

A Two-Edged Prayer
61. Though it is certainly appropriate to pray for _____________ from evil people, we should also pray that they’ll _____________ of their sins before they experience sudden judgment from which there is no return (Psalm 64:1-4, 7; Matthew 6:13; Matthew 5:43-44; 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3).

Reflection and Response
How is it possible to keep these two perspectives in proper balance?

In Psalm 62, David once again used the metaphor which pictures “God as a Rock.” See Principle 18 in Psalm 18 which is entitled “Our Unshakable Foundation.”





Psalm 53 is virtually a repeat of Psalm 14. See Principle 14 which is entitled “An Unbelieving Heart.”











