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ESTHER
Pagan Persecution
6.  We should expect persecution when we live among people who are hostile toward anyone who worships the one true God (Esther 3:5-6; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Acts 14:22b; 
2 Timothy 3:13; Ephesians 6:5-7).
Reflection and Response

In our own culture today, how can we be true to our faith and yet avoid serious persecution?

Unselfish Acts of Faith
7.  Since we claim Christ as our example, we should be willing to sacrifice our own needs for the good of others (Esther 4:13-17; Acts 14:19). 

Reflection and Response

When was the last time you made an unselfish, sacrificial decision in order to help fellow believers who could not help themselves?

“All Have Sinned”

8. Regardless of our gender, we must be on guard against our human tendency to engage in serious sinful actions against other human beings (Esther 5:14; Romans 3:23).

Reflection and Response


What happens in cultures when women who hold powerful positions lose their moral bearings?

God’s Judgment

9. We can be certain that someday unrepentant, evil people who have persecuted Christians will be judged by God Himself (Esther 7:9-10; Romans 12:18-19, 21; 13:4; Philippians 2:10-11).

Reflection and Response


For those of us who live in a free society, what should be our civic responsibilities as Christians?

God’s Unconditional Promises

10. No matter how sinful and evil the world becomes, as Christians we should put our faith in God’s ___________    ____________ that someday Jesus Christ will deliver all true believers from this evil world (Esther 9:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4, 9-11). 
Reflection and Response


In what ways should God’s unconditional promises be encouraging to all true believers, regardless of what happens in this world? 
Celebrating the Gift of Eternal Life

11. As Christians, we should _______________ and ______________ celebrate in a special way those events associated with the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to be the Savior of the world (Esther 9:23-26a; Colossians 2:16; 3:17; Galatians 5:13). 
Reflection and Response


How can we make sure that Christmas trees, gift giving and Easter eggs do not detract from the true meaning of Christ’s birth and resurrection?

JOB
Satan’s Evil Nature

1. We should take Satan’s existence seriously but as Christians, we should also be assured that we have the ____________ ______________ available to be consistently victorious over his evil schemes (Job 1:8-11a, 21-22; 2:9-10; James 4:7; Ephesians 6:10-11).


Reflection and Response
Why is it easy to become confused regarding those events that are natural disasters and illnesses and those that are direct attacks involving Satan and his evil forces?
The Art of Being Silent

2. When attempting to minister to those who are suffering in various ways, we should initially focus our efforts on simply being ___________, not on dispensing _____________

(Job 2:12-13; John 11:35-36). 

Reflection and Response
What are some of the inappropriate comments Christians make when visiting hurting people?

Why, Lord, Why?


3. As Christian comforters and counselors, we should allow people who are in deep pain to ask “why” questions without offering _______________ and being _________________ (Job 3:1, 11-12, 20, 23; 2 Corinthians 1:3-6). 

Reflection and Response
What are some of the “bad things” that happen to “good people” that seemingly have no logical explanation, other than evil exists in the world?

Dispensing Half Truths

4. When attempting to help people who are experiencing pain and suffering, we must avoid dispensing _________________ truth (Job 4:7-8, 12-17; 1 Peter 3:10-12).

Reflection and Response
What are some examples today where Christians use the same false logic and mix truth and error and in so doing, add to someone’s affliction?

Insensitive Communication

5. When trying to comfort someone who is suffering, we must be very cautious never to add to that person’s pain by communicating ___________  ________________, which will only cause more pain, deep depression, anger and alienation (Job 6:14-17; 7:13-16; Philippians 1:14-17)

Reflection and Response

In what ways have you seen “so-called” Christians make the same mistake as Eliphaz, only making a person’s plight more desperate?

.

