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NEHEMIAH

Confession and Repentance


16. When we discover specific areas in our lives that are out of harmony with God’s will as revealed in _________________, we should confess our sins and respond with repentant hearts (Nehemiah 9:1-3, 38; 10:28-29; Acts 2:38-39; Acts 2:41-42). 


Reflection and Response


When we make decisions to follow God fully, what are some other creative ways in which we can also demonstrate to God and others our commitment?

Consistent Celebrations


17. As a holy growing temple in the Lord, we should regularly manifest God’s 

glory as we continually __________________ our lives to serving God and one another (Nehemiah 12:27, 43; 1 Peter 2:9; Acts 2:46-47). 


Reflection and Response


Though as believers we should be involved in a dedicatory experience every time we meet together, what are some special events where we can and should follow this Old Testament model?

A Reciprocal Ministry


18. When God’s people are following His will fully, they will always care for the ____________________ needs of those who minister to them spiritually (Nehemiah 12:44; 1 Timothy 5:17-18). 


Reflection and Response


How can Christians fulfill this responsibility and yet give generously out of a cheerful heart (2 Corinthians 9:7)?

Confronting Carnal Leaders


19. When so-called Christian leaders are causing God’s people to stumble, we must courageously confront this _______________ ____________________ (Nehemiah 13:6-7, 15, 23-24; Titus 1:10-14; 3:10-11; Galatians 6:1-2).


Reflection and Response



In carrying out leadership responsibilities, how does living under grace in 
the New Testament differ from living under law in the Old Testament?

[image: image1.jpg]536

Panorama of Ezro-Nehemigh

The Infuence | Return Under
of Esther b
(484465 8.C)
Spiitual
Reform
_ b _
516 458

Figure 1-2

fum of
Nehemiah

Constructing the
Wals of Jerusalem

Nehemi |
444 475





ESTHER

Male Inclinations


1. Ever since sin entered the world, men particularly must be on guard against the temptation to use women in ______________ and _______________________ ways (Esther 1:10-12; Genesis 3:16b; Ephesians 4:19; 5:25; Philippians 2-5-8). 


Reflection and Response


What are some of the manifestations of this sinful inclination in men particularly in our own culture?

Restoration in Christ


2. As husbands and wives, we must practice _______________ love and submission that is possible through our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Esther 1:16-18, 20; Ephesians 5:22-26). 


Reflection and Response


In what specific ways can a husband or wife experience oneness and mutual love and still recognize the husband’s God-given authority?

Equality in Christ


3. As men and women who have put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, we should __________________ and ________________ one another as spiritual equals (Esther 2:13-14; Galatians 3:26-29). 


Reflection and Response

How can men and women be equal in Christ and yet function with male leadership in marriage, family structures and in the church?

Unconditional Love


4. As Christians, we are to follow Christ’s _________________ and practice unconditional love and generosity (Esther 2:16-18; Ephesians 4:32-5:2; Romans 5:5). 

. 
Reflection and Response


How can we distinguish between being a person who loves unconditionally and at the same time not allow someone to continue to treat us in irresponsible and sinful ways?

God’s Redemptive Plan

5. Regardless of the way sin dominates and controls people’s decisions and

actions, we can trust God in all circumstances to ultimately fulfill His __________________(Esther 2: 21-23; Genesis 12:3; John 1:11-13). 


Reflection and Response



When we are experiencing the devastating results of sin in the world, especially when we are personally victims of others’ selfish actions, why is it so important to be able to comprehend the big picture in terms of God’s redemptive plan?

Pagan Persecution


6.  We should expect persecution when we live among people who are __________________ toward anyone who worships the one true God (Esther 3:5-6; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Acts 14:22b; 2 Timothy 3:13; Ephesians 6:5-7).
Reflection and Response


In our own culture today, how can we be true to our faith and yet avoid serious persecution?

Unselfish Acts of Faith

7.  Since we claim Christ as our example, we should be willing to __________________ our own needs for the good of others (Esther 4:13-17; Acts 14:19). 


Reflection and Response



When was the last time you made an unselfish, sacrificial decision in order 
to help fellow believers who could not help themselves?

“All Have Sinned”

8. Regardless of our ____________________, we must be on guard against our human tendency to engage in serious sinful actions against other human beings (Esther 5:14; Romans 3:23).

Reflection and Response


What happens in cultures when women who hold powerful positions lose their moral bearings?

God’s Judgment

9. We can be certain that someday _____________________, ___________ people who have persecuted Christians will be judged by God Himself (Esther 7:9-10; Romans 12:18-19, 21; 13:4; Philippians 2:10-11).

Reflection and Response


For those of us who live in a free society, what should be our civic responsibilities as Christians?
