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Valuing Aged Wisdom

11. When seeking _______________, we should always value the accumulated wisdom of those who are older than we are (1 Kings 12:12-14, 12:7; 1 Timothy 5:1-2a).

Reflection and Response

Why is it often difficult for the younger generation to listen to and learn from those who are older?
God’s Sovereignty and Human Responsibility

12. Though as human beings we make _______________ that lead to serious ______________________, we must always remember that God is sovereign and is still in control (1 Kings 12:15; Acts 2:22-23; Ephesians 1:3-6; Romans 10:13; 2 Peter 3:9).

Reflection and Response

What often happens when we try to explain and reconcile God’s sovereign plans with human responsibility? 

Deception and Distortions

13.  We must constantly be on guard against those who ______________ the Word of God, and teach it as if it’s God’s will for our lives (1 Kings 12:28; Galatians 6:7; 2 Timothy 4:1-5).
Reflection and Response

What are some of the false and distorted messages that are being proclaimed today in the name of Jesus Christ and what are the results in many Christians’ lives?

False Prophets

14. We must never listen and respond to a teacher who claims to be a spokesperson for God but whose message ____________________ in any way the clear teachings of Scripture (1 Kings 13:18-19; 2 John 1:7-11).
Reflection and Response

How does this principle apply to Christians who attend churches and support these ministries financially when the pastors and teachers in that church deny the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ?

Encouraging One Another

15.  As believers who live under the new covenant, we should encourage one another ____________________ so that we are not deceived by sin and walk out of God’s will (1 Kings 13:33; Hebrews 3:12; 10:24-25).

Reflection and Response

How can leaders in the average local church become more effective in applying this important biblical principle?

Courageous Leaders
16.  As spiritual leaders in the church today, we must take a firm and courageous stand against _______________ and the sinful _________________ that have infiltrated the family of God (1 Kings 15:11-14; 1 Timothy 4:1-6).
Reflection and Response

What are some of the sinful practices in today’s church and how can spiritual leaders address these sins by developing internal qualities that reflect true spirituality—the opposite of legalistic requirements that do not result in true spirituality?

Government Leaders as God’s Servants

17. As Christians, we must _______________ and _______________ government authorities, realizing that God in His sovereignty has determined that they are His servants to bring judgment on those who violate His will (1 Kings 16:12-13; Romans 13:4-5).
Reflection and Response

When is it appropriate to disobey government authorities in order to be true to God’s will for our lives?

Sinful Regression

18. When we deliberately choose to ignore God’s spiritual and moral laws, our human ____________________ over time is to become more and more rebellious and evil (1 Kings 16:29-30; Romans 1:21-25).
Reflection and Response

In what ways are we seeing this sinful, downward spiral taking place in our own culture? (See also Romans 1:26-32.)

God’s Love and Grace

19.  Throughout human history, we see God reaching out to ____________ sinful humanity with the message of grace and forgiveness (1 Kings 17:1a; Luke 1:16-17; John 1:11-12a).
Reflection and Response

Why is it so easy for even Christians to ignore God’s grace and love, even when we’ve suffered the negative results of our sins?

Getting Our Attention

20.  When God reaches out to us in the midst of our waywardness and sin in order to communicate His grace and forgiveness, He often uses our present _________________ to get our attention (1 Kings 17:1b; John 4:13-14; 6:32-33).
Reflection and Response

When we have not been listening to God’s voice through the Scriptures, what are some ways He uses our present experiences in order to get our attention?
