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Sinful Decisions
22. Knowing the negative consequences of selfish and sinful decisions is no guarantee that we’ll not deliberately make those decisions (1 Samuel 8:19-20; 1 Samuel 8:18; 2 Timothy 4:14-15). 


Reflection and Response
Even when we know that a certain decision violates God’s perfect will for our lives, and that negative consequences will ensue, why do we ignore God’s warnings and sometimes make those decisions anyway?
God’s Permissive Will
23. When we choose to do God’s permissive will rather than His perfect will—a choice which is usually based on selfish desires—we’ll experience the negative consequences in our lives commensurate with the seriousness of our disobedience to God’s clear message in the Word of God (1 Samuel 8:22a; Romans 12:10; Proverbs 16:18). 

Reflection and Response
What are some of the decisions Christians make that violate God’s perfect will and which are very difficult to correct in order to avoid ongoing negative consequences?

God’s Faithfulness
24. Even when we make decisions that are self-centered and out of His will, God is still faithful and does not forsake us (1 Samuel 9:16; 2 Timothy 2:11-13; 1 John 1:9). 

Reflection and Response
Why is it impossible for our eternal destiny to be dependent on “our faithfulness” rather than “God’s faithfulness”?

God’s Empathy
25. God knows that at times we will be unfaithful and He is empathetic and desires to help us overcome our weaknesses (1 Samuel 10:7; 10:2; 10:3-4;10:5-6; Luke 22:31-32; Hebrews 4:15-16).

Reflection and Response
Beyond His intercessory ministry in heaven, in what creative ways does God encourage us and empathize with our weaknesses?

Hero Worship
26. No spiritual leader, regardless of how qualified physically, psychologically and spiritually, should take precedence in our hearts over God (1 Samuel 10:23b-24; 1 Samuel 16:7; John 3:30). 

Reflection and Response
Why is it easy for some Christians to become “pastor worshippers”? 

Modeling Godly Character
27. If we’re going to influence other people with our words—our children, our friends, our employees, our parishioners—we must consistently model godly character in the way we live (1 Samuel 12:4-5; 1 Samuel 12:3; 1 Corinthians 11:1).

Reflection and Response
What specific steps can all of us take to establish our credibility as Christians who are committed to “living” what we believe?

A Second Chance
28. No matter what our sin and failure, God wants us to have a second chance (1 Samuel 12:20-22; Revelation 2:4; Revelation 2:5a; Philippians 3:13b-14).

Reflection and Response
Why is it difficult for some Christians to follow Paul’s example—to forget what is behind and move forward to experience a second chance?

A Shepherd’s Heart
29. God wants each of us to develop a heart of love and concern, even for those who may reject our ministry to them personally (1 Samuel 12:23-24; Matthew 5:43-45). 

Reflection and Response
Why is Jesus’ exhortation in the Sermon on the Mount and Samuel’s example so difficult to practice?

Disobedience, Consequences and Self-Justification
30. When we intentionally disobey God and suffer the consequences, we should take full responsibility for our actions and avoid making excuses to protect ourselves (1 Samuel 13:13-14; 1 Samuel 10:7-8; 1 Samuel 13:11-12).  

Reflection and Response
What would happen on a consistent basis if God judged this kind of sin every time it happened to those of us who profess to be Christians? Furthermore, why doesn’t it happen?

Listening to the Younger Generation
31. As spiritual leaders—including parents—when we face various crises in life, we should be open to what God wants to say to us through the younger generation (1 Samuel 14:6; 1 Samuel 14:15; Matthew 21:14-16).

Reflection and Response
Why is it often difficult for spiritual leaders, including parents, to listen and learn from our children and youth?

Rebellion Against God
32. When tempted to be prideful, and we all are, we must be on guard against one of Satan’s most subtle attacks—to lead us to rebel against God (1 Samuel 15:12; 1 Samuel 15:22-23; 1 Samuel 15:30; 1 Timothy 3:6; Philippians 2:3-4; Proverbs 16:18). 
Reflection and Response
How can we distinguish the sin of pride from having a good self-image and a strong sense of self-confidence?

