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Avoiding Favoritism

1. In order to avoid jealousy, tension and conflict in our family relationships, we must avoid showing favoritism (1 Samuel 1:4-6; Acts 10:34-36; James 2:1, 8-9). 
Marital Relationships

2.  Whenever and wherever we violate the “one man, one woman” plan designed by God  in the Garden of Eden, we will encounter serious relational problems and negative consequences (1 Samuel 1:7; Principle 60, Genesis 30:1-2; 1 John 3:16; Ephesians 5:1-3;  Ephesians 5:25-26; 1 Timothy 3:2a). 
Male Insecurity

3. Every husband must be on guard against his natural tendency to be threatened and insecure in his relationship with his wife (1 Samuel 1:7-8; 1 Peter 3:7).  

Sincere Prayer
4. When we have deep needs in our lives, we should never hesitate to be totally honest with God, asking for His help and making personal commitments that are in harmony with His will for our lives (1 Samuel 1:9-11; Genesis 28:20-22; Acts 4:29-30; Philippians 4:6-7).

Child Dedication
5. As parents, we should dedicate our children to the Lord and commit to nurture them to live in His will (1 Samuel 1:26-28; Ephesians 6:4).

Prayer of Praise
6. We must make praise and thanksgiving a regular part of our prayers, especially when God has answered specific prayers in specific ways (1 Samuel 2:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Acts 16:25).

Ungodly Leaders
7. The fact that we are led by people who occupy positions in the church and other ministries is no guarantee that these leaders are spiritual (1 Samuel 2:12; Acts 20:29-30; 1 Timothy 3:2-3).

A Well-Ordered Family
8. As fathers who are in the ministry, we are responsible to make sure our children grow and mature spiritually, morally and ethically (1 Samuel 2:29; 1 Timothy 3:2a, 4-5; Titus 1:5-6; 1 Peter 4:3-4; 1 Timothy 1:9-11).

Rearing Godly Children
9. We can be hopeful that our children can grow up and be godly men and women, even though they are living in an environment that is permeated with evil (1 Samuel 2:26; Luke 2:52; Hebrews 4:15).

Second Chances

10. Though we may fail utterly as parents, God has unique ways to give us a second chance (1 Samuel 3:1; Titus 2:2).

Human Responsibility
11. We must take responsibility for our failures and never allow ourselves to blame God or anyone else (1 Samuel 3:17-18; 3:14; Exodus 34:6-7; 1 John 1:9).

Listening to God

12. As Christians, we should always have a listening ear and an open heart to what God wants to say to each of us personally through His ____________  __________ (1 Samuel 3:10; Hebrews 1:1-2; John 14:26; 16:12-13; 2 Timothy 3:16-17). 


Reflection and Response


Why is it so important to evaluate what we believe may be a direct message from God today with what the Holy Spirit has already revealed in the written Word of God? 

Discerning False Teaching
13. Even today we must rely on the Holy Scriptures and other mature Christians to help us __________________ what we’re taught by our spiritual leaders (1 Samuel 3:19-4:1; Deuteronomy 18:21-22; 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22).

Reflection and Response
 How can we become cautious and discerning in evaluating what our spiritual leaders are teaching us without becoming skeptical and distrustful?

Fallacies Regarding Symbols
14. We must be careful not to put our faith in __________________ symbols as a means of blessing and help rather than in the eternal all-powerful God these symbols represent (1 Samuel 4:3; Colossians 2:16-19).

Reflection and Response
How can we keep symbols from becoming a substitute for the God we worship and serve? 
The Impact of Sin
15. When we violate God’s will, we not only affect our own lives and destinies, but our sinful behavior will hurt _________________, including innocent people (1 Samuel 4:19-20; Matthew 7:24-27).


Reflection and Response

In what ways have you seen innocent people suffer when their spiritual leaders—both pastors and parents—make decisions that violate the will of God?

Our Sovereign God
16. No matter what happens in our culture that historically has been shaped by Hebrew-Christian values, we must take ____________________ in the fact that God’s glory and power are eternal and never changing and ultimately all people will recognize Him as the sovereign God (1 Samuel 4:21-22; 1 Samuel 6:5b-6; Philippians 2:8-11; Philippians 2:12-13). 

Reflection and Response

In what ways should all of us as Christians encourage one another to reveal God’s glory in the way we live our lives from day-to-day?
Lukewarm Christianity
17. We cannot expect God to answer our prayers, reveal His presence and give us victory over Satan when we are “___________________________”—walking with one foot in the world of idolatry and worldliness and the other in the spiritual realm (1 Samuel 7:2-4; Joshua 24:22-24; Revelation 3:15-19). 


Reflection and Response
What can each of us do personally to help our local churches become consistent dynamic communities of love that reflect the life and character of Jesus Christ?
Relying on God
18. No matter what our responsibilities, it’s God’s will that we always seek His help through prayer and rely on ______ _____________ (1 Samuel 7:7-8; Ephesians 6:12; Ephesians 6:10).


Reflection and Response
What are some of the most significant battles we face as Christians where we need God’s strength, and how can we apply Paul’s teaching from Ephesians 6:10-18?

Respect and Esteem
19. As God’s people, we should love and appreciate those pastors and teachers who are serving us faithfully, particularly when this has involved a ______________ of ministry (1 Samuel 7:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13a).


Reflection and Response
In what ways should Christians today honor and esteem faithful Christian leaders?

Parental Disappointment
20. As Christian parents, we have no ___________________ that our children will never make decisions that are seriously out of God’s will once they’re old enough to function on their own (1 Samuel 8:1-3; Galatians 6:1-3).


Reflection and Response
In what specific ways can we minister to parents who have children who are deliberately walking out of the will of God?

Handling Rejection
21. No matter what our spiritual maturity and years of experience, it’s _______________ to experience feelings of rejection under certain circumstances (1 Samuel 8:6-8; Luke 21:16-17; 2 Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:16c-18). 


Reflection and Response

When we experience rejection because of our commitment to live for the Lord Jesus Christ, how can we handle these normal and natural emotions effectively?
