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Pagan Influences

1. When we live in a pagan environment, we must take every precaution not to be influenced by _______________ that contradict God’s will for our lives (Ruth 1:1-2; Judges 6:3-6; Genesis 12:10; Deuteronomy 23:3-4; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6). 

Reflection and Response
What precautions should we take as Christians to avoid becoming a stumbling block to our children and other believers?

Godly Fathering
2. As fathers particularly, we must always seek to avoid making decisions that can make our whole family __________________ and lead to devastating circumstances (Ruth 1:4-5; 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

Reflection and Response
Realizing that there are always risks involved in parenting and providing for our families, what kind of unwise decisions can we make today that can make our entire family vulnerable to all kinds of difficulties?
Facing Problems Realistically
3. Regardless of the difficult circumstances we face in life, we must always face these challenges realistically and with ___________________, wisdom and ___________________________ to do the right thing (Ruth 1:6-7; 1 John 2:1-2). 

Reflection and Response
When we make decisions that are sometimes disastrous to ourselves and our families, why do we at times have difficulty admitting our failures to those closest to us and then making the decisions that can lead to redemption and restoration?

Maintaining Hope
4. When as Christians we face devastating tragedies, we must not allow our circumstances to destroy our ___________________ for the future (Ruth 1:12-13; 
1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14). 

Reflection and Response
When we face difficult circumstances in our lives, how can we avoid getting trapped in depression and an ongoing sense of hopelessness? 

Subtle Idolatry
5. When we face difficult circumstances in our lives, we should consider this an _____________________ to evaluate more realistically the extent we are free from worshiping “false gods” (Ruth 1:15; 2 Timothy 1:11-12). 

Reflection and Response
When we face difficult trials, what are some of the insights we may experience regarding the “false gods” that may even be a part of our lives as professing Christians?

Strength in Weakness
6. Even when we are _____________________ and _____________________ weak, we must still trust God to use us to impact others (Ruth 1:16; 1:20-21; 2 Corinthians 12:10).

Reflection and Response

Though our difficult experiences may vary greatly from Naomi and the apostle Paul, in what ways can God use our “weaknesses” to minister to others—both Christians and non-Christians?
Demonstrating God’s Character
7. As Christians, we should reflect God’s character in our lives, not only because of His grace in saving us from our sins, but in order to ___________________ others to walk in God’s will (Ruth 2:1; Ephesians 6:11-13). 

Reflection and Response
How does preparation for the spiritual battle Christians are engaged in today vary from the preparation for literal battles Israel engaged in against their enemies in the land of Canaan?
Providence or Accident


8. When we’re going about our daily routines, it shouldn’t surprise us that events happen in our lives that are uniquely __________________ by God to achieve His purposes (Ruth 2:2-3; Galatians 2:19b-20). 

Reflection and Response

How as Christians can we keep from becoming imbalanced when it comes to living with the reality of human freedom as well as God’s providential plans for our lives, and what happens when we get imbalanced?

A Godly Businessman
9.  As our culture becomes more and more permeated with secular values that contradict true biblical values, we must determine to become more and more like Jesus Christ in the way we treat others in our _______________, in our ________________  and in the world of ____________________ (Ruth 2:4; Leviticus 19:9-10; Colossians 4:1). 

Reflection and Response
How does Boaz’s values as a successful businessman in his culture apply to business men and women today?

Family Care
10. As members of a human family structure, we must do all we can to ___________________ those who have special needs—physically, emotionally and spiritually (Ruth 3:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:10; 1 Timothy 5:8; James 2:15-17).

Reflection and Response
How can we practice this principle effectively without enabling those who are engaging in irresponsible behavior?
Mutual Trust
11. As parents and older family members, we should be available to give _______________ and _______________ to our younger generation without imposing our personal opinions and subjective judgments (Ruth 3:5-6; Ephesians 6:1-4).

Reflection and Response
What steps can we take in today’s culture to develop mutual respect and trust between the older and younger generations?

Moral Purity
12. In order to lay the groundwork for a successful marriage, we must be committed to ______________ _____________ prior to marriage (Ruth 3:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; Hebrews 13:4). 

Reflection and Response
How can we help young and old alike today who live in a culture that blatantly defies God’s moral laws to develop a moral value system that conforms to the will of God?

Family Redeemer
13. In order to develop _____________ ________________, we must always demonstrate respect and concern for one another (Ruth 3:12-13; Acts 16:1-2). 

Reflection and Response
What are some specific steps we can take in our culture to develop a good reputation—in essence, to be men and women of noble character?

A Public Commitment
14. When we are planning a marriage ceremony, we should, if at all possible, have a public event that is a godly witness to others, demonstrating that as a couple we are __________________ to one another as long as God gives us life (Ruth 4:11-12; Matthew 19:4-6). 

Reflection and Response

In view of the number of divorces that are taking place in our own culture, what can we do as families and churches to help reverse this trend? Furthermore, what can we do to help divorced people recover from this traumatic experience and rebuild their lives?

Our Family Redeemer
15. As Christians, we should use this beautiful love story to remind ourselves of our _____________________ relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ (Ruth 4:13, 16-17; Matthew 1:1, 5-6; Ephesians 1:7-8).

Reflection and Response
Have you experienced God’s redeeming grace by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as your “family redeemer”?          
