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Consulting God

1. In order to make right decisions, we must first and foremost consult God (Judges 1:1; Psalms 119:105; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Reflection and Response

How can consulting God and seeking His will give us a unique sense of freedom in the decision making process?

Rationalization
2. It’s easy for all of us to rationalize our behavior and to violate the will of God  

      in certain respects (Judges 1:19; Deuteronomy 7:1-6; Galatians 6:7-8;  

      Galatians 5:24-25; Galatians 5:19-21).

Reflection and Response
What practical steps can we take as Christians to avoid the “works of the flesh” described by Paul in Galatians 5:19-21?

The Angel of the Lord

3. When we dabble in sin, we are offending the Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross so that we might live holy and godly lives—now and eternally (Judges 2:1-3; Judges 6:12; Judges 13:17-22; 1 John 1:7).
Reflection and Response
When we are tempted to disobey God and to walk out of His will deliberately, what practical steps can we take to focus on our Savior rather than on ourselves?

Adult Modeling

4. When as adults we disobey God and walk out of His will, it will inevitably

affect the younger generation—good or bad (Judges 2:10; Deuteronomy 6:4-

9; 1 John 2:15-17).

Reflection and Response
What specific steps can we take, both in the church and home, to avoid what happened to Israel?

The Subtlety of Idolatry
5. As Christians we must guard against allowing any activity or thing to become 

      more important than God Himself, for if we do, we are guilty of idolatry, 

      which is definitely displeasing to our Creator and Savior (Judges 2:11-13; 

     1 Corinthians 10:6-13).

Reflection and Response

What specific steps can we take so as not to yield to the temptations that plagued Israel and the Corinthians?

God’s Discipline

6. When as God’s children we fail to obey God, He will discipline us accordingly in order to help us live godly lives (Judges 2:14; Hebrews 12:10-11.

Reflection and Response
How can we differentiate between God’s discipline when we have deliberately walked out of His will and discipline that is simply meant to help us grow spiritually?

God’s Compassion

7. In spite of our failures as God’s children, because of God’s love and

compassion there is no sin that has not been paid for by the blood of Christ

(Judges 2:18; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10).

Reflection and Response

How have you seen God’s compassion in your own life—both as a Christian and as a non-Christian?

Internalizing God’s Values

8. In order to live in God’s will on a consistent basis, each of us must personally

internalize biblical values and principles (Judges 2:19; Deuteronomy 6:4-6; 

Philippians 1:9-11).


Reflection and Response
How can we make sure that God’s truth resides in our “hearts” and not just in our “heads”? 

Spiritual Leadership
9. It is God’s will that Christian leaders be spiritually qualified, but because of the sinful conditions that existed, He in His grace at times chose leaders to achieve His purposes who were woefully lacking in spiritual maturity (Judges 3:9-10a;  1 Corinthians 1:4-7; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3).

Reflection and Response
What happens in many churches when we do not choose leaders who measure up to the qualities outlined by Paul in 1 Timothy chapter 3 and Titus chapter 1?

Servant Leadership
10. As men particularly, we must be open to receiving wisdom, counsel and assistance from godly women (Judges 4:8; 4:9; Romans 16:1-2).

Reflection and Response
How can godly women function at significant leadership levels without usurping the roles God has assigned to husbands, fathers and male leaders in the church? 

Blaming God

11. We must not blame God for our ________________ when we’ve caused problems in 

      our lives because of our flagrant ______________ (Judges 6:13; 6:25; Galatians 5:1).
Reflection and Response

What precautions can we take to avoid blaming God for the pain we are causing for ourselves and others because we’re living out of the will of God?

Overcoming Intimidation

12. Regardless of our status and position in the Christian community, if we are

      __________________ and rely on His ________________, God will use us in unique

      ways to carry out His work in this world (Judges 6:15-16; 1 Corinthians 1:26-27;

      2 Timothy 1:7).

Reflection and Response

How can we apply this principle without being presumptuous and naïve regarding what we can and cannot do?

Determining God’s Will
13. God understands our humanness and need for reassurance in doing His will, but we

      must be very _________________ in asking God to verify what He’s already made

      clear and where He has given us freedom to make certain decisions within His 

      revealed will (Judges 6:36-37; 6:39; 6:20-21; 6:22). 

Reflection and Response
What are some of the serious mistakes Christians can make when they try to follow Gideon’s example to test God’s will by “putting out a fleece”?     

Thinking Consistently

14. In order to make consistent decisions that glorify God, we must have a value system 

      that is consistent with God’s ___________________ and ___________________  

      (Judges 8:22-24; 8:27; 8:33; 2 Timothy 3:1-5). 

Reflection and Response
As those who believe in the values taught in Scripture, how can we avoid allowing the contradictory values of our culture from distorting our own thinking and causing us to be inconsistent in our attitudes and actions?     

Reciprocal Experiences
15. When we continue to treat others __________________ and ___________________, 

       God may discipline us by allowing what we’ve done to others to happen to us 

       (Judges 9:56-57; Romans 12:17-19).

Reflection and Response

How do we reconcile “turning the other cheek” with the need for justice and punishment for those who engage in criminal activities? (See Romans 13:1-6).

Light in the Darkness
16. Though we are living in a world where God is _________________ people over to 

      worship their own humanistic “gods,” we must use this as an ___________________

      to be a witness for Jesus Christ (Judges 10:13-14; 10:15-16; Romans 1:24; 1:26-27; 

     1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

 Reflection and Response
Since we live in a society where we can voice our opinions and choices through the democratic process, why is it that so many Christians fail to actively participate?        

Real Life Stories
17. At times God chooses to speak to us _____________________ and as a Christian

      _____________________ through real life stories (Judges 13:1-3). 

Reflection and Response

What contemporary stories have impacted your life and encouraged you to live a more dedicated life for Jesus Christ?

Syncretism
18. As Christians, we must be extremely cautious that we never combine _____________

      concepts with true ________________ values (Judges 17:5-6; Colossians 3:1-5a). 

Reflection and Response
How can we avoid allowing the gods of materialism, secularism and sensualism to become a part of our Christian lifestyle? 

Addressing Evil
19. As Christians we must not live in __________________ and ___________________

      regarding the evil that is permeating our society, but we must address these issues in 

      direct but appropriate ways (Judges 19:30; 1 Peter 2:11-12). 

Reflection and Response
      What other guidelines does the Bible give us to enable us to live successful Christian lives in our marriages, our families, our churches and in our vocational endeavors?
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Background Information

The book of Judges gives us the history of Israel for a period of approximately 350 years—from the death of Joshua to the coronation of King Saul.


This historical period in Judges covers approximately 25% of the historical period described in the whole Old Testament.

The book of Judges is divided into three parts:

· An introduction (1:1-3:6)

· The history of the judges (3:7-16:31)

· Two appendices (17-18; 19-21)

The Introduction (1:1-3:6)

Disobedience and Reproof (1:1-2:5)

· A general survey of Israel’s disobedience in failing to drive the Canaanites from the land after the death of Joshua (1:1-36).

· The angel of the Lord reproves Israel for their disobedience and states that the Canaanites will be like “thorns” in their side (2:1-5).

An Overview of the Period of the Judges (2:6-3:6)

· The nation’s obedience until Joshua and the elders passed off the scene (2:6-7). 

· A new generation emerged that “did not know the Lord or the works He had done for Israel” (2:8-10).

· Israel’s disobedience in worshipping false gods (2:11-13). 

· The Lord’s judgment on Israel (2:14-15). 

· The Lord’s compassion in providing judgments and Israel’s disobedience after the judges died (2:16-17). 

· The Lord tested Israel by allowing the Canaanite nations to survive (2:20-3:4). 

· Israel’s failure to pass God’s test (3:5-6).

Six Historical Groups (3:7-16:31)

· Oppression by a Mesopotamian king and deliverance through Othniel 

(3:7-11).

· Oppression by Eglon, king of Moab and deliverance through Ehud (3:12-30).

· Oppression by a Canaanite King Jabin and deliverance through the prophetess Deborah and Barak the judge (4, 5).

· Oppression by the Midianites and deliverance through Gideon (6-8). 

· Oppression by the Ammonites and Philistines and deliverance from Ammonitish oppression by Jephthah (10:6-12:7).

· Oppression by the Philistines and the beginning of deliverance through Samson (13-16).
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A Principle to Live By

Judges

Real Life Stories

17. At times God chooses to speak to us individually and as a Christian community through real life stories (Judges 13:1-3).  

The Israelites again did what was evil in the Lord’s sight, so the Lord handed them over to the Philistines 40 years. 
There was a certain man from Zorah, 

from the family of Dan, whose name was Manoah; his wife was barren and 

had no children. 
The Angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to 

her, “It is true that you are barren and have no children, but you will conceive and give birth to a son” (Judges 13:1-3).  


In many respects, this is what the book of Judges is all about. It’s a story of “many stories” that tell us about Israel’s failures and God’s faithfulness. Collectively, these stories reveal dynamic “principles to live by.”


However, there is one story that speaks dramatically to the nation of Israel particularly—even today. It’s the story of Samson. His birth, life and death illustrate the history of God’s chosen people. Unfortunately, the story is more negative than positive. Note the dramatic and unique correlations:

· God chose to use Samson to begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines before they even called out for deliverance. Just so, God called Israel to be His chosen people in order to bring salvation to the whole world when no one was actually seeking after God.

· Samson was called to a life of separation and devotion to God just as Israel had the same calling as a nation.

· Samson turned out to be a rash, opportunistic and immature personality, just as Israel took advantage of God’s love and grace and did evil in the sight of the Lord.

· Samson was inexorably drawn to foreign women, just as the Israelites again and again committed spiritual adultery by being drawn to foreign gods.

· Samson experienced the bondage and oppression of the enemy, just as Israel again and again experienced bondage and oppression from the Canaanites.

· Samson cried out to God in the midst of his oppression, just as Israel cried out again and again when they were oppressed by the nations around them.

· God heard Samson’s plea for help in the midst of his oppression, just as God heard Israel’s plea for help in the midst of their oppression. 

Why did God choose Samson and his story? Was it not to speak to His chosen people in years and centuries to follow? And in speaking to Israel, God is also speaking to the church. This is one of the major reasons the Old Testament was written. 


It’s not an accident that when Jesus came, He spoke to all of us and Israel particularly with real life stories. We call them parables. For example:

· With the parable of the hidden treasure and the pearl, Jesus illustrated the importance of investing in the Kingdom of God (Matthew 13:44-46). 

· With the parable of the unmerciful servant, He illustrated the importance of forgiveness (Matthew 18:23-25).

· With the parable of the workers in the vineyard, He illustrated God’s sovereignty and generosity in treating all with equality, forgiving sins and rewarding people with eternal life.

· With the parable of the rich fool, He illustrated the foolishness of neglecting to store up spiritual treasures (Luke 12:16-21). 

· With the parable of the prodigal son, He illustrated repentance and forgiveness (Luke 15:11-32).

· With the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, He illustrated how money can affect our decisions regarding our eternal destiny (Luke 16:19-31).

Reflection and Response

· What contemporary stories have impacted your life and encouraged you to live a more dedicated life for Jesus Christ?

