Principles to Live By Bible Study

Dr. Gene A. Getz

Judges

Week 22, Handout 1

October 26, 2004

Judges

Background Information

The book of Judges gives us the history of Israel for a period of approximately _______ years—from the death of Joshua to the coronation of King Saul.


This historical period in Judges covers approximately _________ of the historical period described in the whole Old Testament.

The book of Judges is divided into three parts:

· An introduction (1:1-3:6)

· The history of the judges (3:7-16:31)

· Two appendices (17-18; 19-21)

The Introduction (1:1-3:6)

Disobedience and Reproof (1:1-2:5)

· A general survey of Israel’s ______________ in failing to drive the Canaanites from the land after the death of Joshua (1:1-36).

· The angel of the Lord ______________ Israel for their disobedience and states that the Canaanites will be like “thorns” in their side (2:1-5).

An Overview of the Period of the Judges (2:6-3:6)

· The nation’s ______________ until Joshua and the elders passed off the scene (2:6-7). 

· A new _________________ emerged that “did not know the Lord or the works He had done for Israel” (2:8-10).

· Israel’s __________________ in worshipping false gods (2:11-13). 

· The Lord’s ______________________ on Israel (2:14-15). 

· The Lord’s __________________ in providing judgments and Israel’s ___________________ after the judges died (2:16-17). 

· The Lord _____________ Israel by allowing the Canaanite nations to survive (2:20-3:4). 

· Israel’s _______________ to pass God’s test (3:5-6).

Six Historical Groups (3:7-16:31)

· Oppression by a Mesopotamian king and deliverance through _____________ 

(3:7-11).

· Oppression by Eglon, king of Moab and deliverance through ___________ (3:12-30).

· Oppression by a Canaanite King Jabin and deliverance through the prophetess ______________ and _____________, the judge (4, 5).

· Oppression by the Midianites and deliverance through _________________ (6-8). 

· Oppression by the Ammonites and Philistines and deliverance from Ammonitish oppression by ________________ (10:6-12:7).

· Oppression by the Philistines and the beginning of deliverance through _______________ (13-16).
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Consulting God

1. In order to make right __________________, we must first and foremost consult God (Judges 1:1; Psalms 119:105; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Reflection and Response

How can consulting God and seeking His will give us a unique sense of freedom in the decision making process?

Rationalization
2. It’s easy for all of us to rationalize our behavior and to ________________ the will of God in certain respects (Judges 1:19; Deuteronomy 7:1-6; Galatians 6:7-8; Galatians 5:24-25; Galatians 5:19-21).

Reflection and Response
What practical steps can we take as Christians to avoid the “works of the flesh” described by Paul in Galatians 5:19-21?

The Angel of the Lord

3. When we dabble in sin, we are offending the Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross so that we might live holy and godly lives—__________ and ________________ (Judges 2:1-3; Judges 6:12; Judges 13:17-22; 1 John 1:7).
Reflection and Response
When we are tempted to disobey God and to walk out of His will deliberately, what practical steps can we take to focus on our Savior rather than on ourselves?

Adult Modeling

4. When as adults we disobey God and walk out of His will, it will inevitably

affect the ____________________ generation—good or bad (Judges 2:10; 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 1 John 2:15-17).

Reflection and Response
What specific steps can we take, both in the church and home, to avoid what happened to Israel?

The Subtlety of Idolatry
5. As Christians we must guard against allowing any ______________ or _______________ to become more important than God Himself, for if we do we are guilty of idolatry, which is definitely displeasing to our Creator and Savior (Judges 2:11-13; 1 Corinthians 10:6-13).

Reflection and Response

What specific steps can we take so as not to yield to the temptations that plagued Israel and the Corinthians?

God’s Discipline

6. When as God’s children we fail to obey God, He will discipline us accordingly in order to help us live __________ ______________
(Judges 2:14; Hebrews 12:10-11.

Reflection and Response
How can we differentiate between God’s discipline when we have deliberately walked out of His will and discipline that is simply meant to help us grow spiritually?

God’s Compassion

7. In spite of our failures as God’s children, because of God’s love and

compassion there is no sin that has not been paid for by the ______________
of Christ (Judges 2:18; 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10).

Reflection and Response

How have you seen God’s compassion in your own life—both as a Christian and as a non-Christian?

Internalizing God’s Values

8. In order to live in God’s will on a _______________  _____________, each of us must personally internalize biblical values and principles (Judges 2:19; Deuteronomy 6:4-6; Philippians 1:9-11).


Reflection and Response
How can we make sure that God’s truth resides in our “hearts” and not just in our “heads”? 

Spiritual Leadership
9. It is God’s will that Christian leaders be spiritually qualified, but because of the sinful conditions that existed, He in His grace at times chose leaders to achieve His ___________________ who were woefully lacking in spiritual maturity (Judges 3:9-10a;  1 Corinthians 1:4-7; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3).

Reflection and Response
What happens in many churches when we do not choose leaders who measure up to the qualities outlined by Paul in 1 Timothy chapter 3 and Titus chapter 1?

Real Life Stories
10. At times God chooses to speak to us ___________________ and as a Christian _____________________  through real life stories (Judges 13:1-3).  

Reflection and Response

What contemporary stories have impacted your life and encouraged you to live a more dedicated life for Jesus Christ?

