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Discussing Supracultural Principles

Unfolding Revelation

· We must follow God’s unfolding revelation as it is recorded in the whole of Scripture.

· We must make sure that any “principle” we derive from the Old Testament story is reinforced and clarified in the New Testament.

· We must always make sure we interpret Scripture accurately. 

· We must consider God’s plan for the local church.

Chosen in Christ

1. In order to have an abundant life now and eternally, we must receive the gift of life provided by the all-powerful God who created the _____________ (Genesis 1:1; Ephesians 1:3-4; see Principle 2 in Ephesians).
Reflection and Response
Do you have a personal and intimate relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ? (See Ephesians 2:8-9.)
Body, Soul and Spirit

2. Since we are eternal beings created by God to inhabit physical bodies, we are to offer our ___________  ​​​​__________ to God in order to glorify Him (Genesis 1:26a, 27; 2:7; 
1 Thessalonians 5:23; see Principle 12 in 1 Thessalonians).
Reflection and Response
How can we grow effectively in all dimensions of our lives—physically, psychologically (intellectually and emotionally) and spiritually? (See also Romans 6:12-14.)

Marital Union

3. In order to grow in oneness and unity, we are to follow God’s plan regarding a “one man-one woman” relationship within the bonds of _______________ (Genesis 2:8, 18, 22-25; Matthew 19:6; John 17:20-21; see Principle 33 in John). 
Reflection and Response

As you reflect on our Christian families and churches today, why are so many out of harmony with Jesus’ prayer? 

Satan’s Tactics

4. Since Satan’s goal is to deceive us, we should consistently focus on God’s __________

message in His Word (Genesis 3:1-5; Isaiah 14:12-15; John 8:44; Ephesians 6:10-11, 17; 
see Principle 5 in Matthew).


Reflection and Response

Why is it important to understand that Paul’s charge to “put on the full armor of God” is an exhortation to a community of believers and not just to individuals?

Avoiding Rationalization

5. We should be on guard against our tendency to rationalize disobedience and to 
put the ___________ on someone else (Genesis 3:11-13; Romans 3:23; Galatians 5:16; Romans 8:1-4; see Principle 14 in Romans).
Reflection and Response
In what specific ways do we—even as Christians—rationalize and tend to blame others for the results of our sinful actions?

Avoiding Marital Conflict

6. To avoid tensions in our marriages, we are to follow Christ’s example of __________ 
(Genesis 3:16; Ephesians 5:1-2, 18-21; see Principle 14 in Ephesians). 
Reflection and Response
In what ways can we have mutual submission in our marriage relationship without violating the roles God has established for husbands and wives? (See Ephesians 5:22-26.) 
Sinful Anger

7. We must not allow the God-created emotion of anger to become ______________ 
(Genesis 4:6-8; Ephesians 4:26-27, 30-31; see Principle 11 in Ephesians).

Reflection and Response

Since anger is a God-created emotion, how can we both control it and express 
it without hurting others and ourselves?

Moral Purity

8. To live in God’s will, we must maintain the “___________________” relationship in marriage (Genesis 4:17-19; review Principle 3 in Genesis; see Principle 6 in 1 Timothy; 

1 Timothy 3:2a; Titus 1:6a).
Reflection and Response

As men and women, what can we do to maintain moral purity in both our married and non-married relationships?

Biblical Values
9. Even though many people around us _____________ biblical values, we are to walk with God (Genesis 5:21-24; Hebrews 11:5; Matthew 7:13-14; see Principle 18 in Matthew). 
Reflection and Response

How can we as Christians be “light” and “salt” in this world without becoming like the world?

NEW TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES

1. Principle 2 in Ephesians—Our Position in Christ

Because of our eternal hope and secure relationship with God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, we should never cease to praise and worship Him.

2. Principle 12 in 1 Thessalonians—Holistic Christian Living

As spiritual leaders, we are to help all Christians live balanced and integrated lives that please God.

3. Principle 33 in John—The Results of Love

As believers, we are to do all we can to maintain the spirit of love and unity in our churches in order to demonstrate to the world that Jesus Christ is the incarnate Son of God.

4. Principle 5 in Matthew—Handling Temptation

When we’re tempted to violate God’s will, we are to follow Jesus’ example and use Scripture to thwart Satan’s efforts.

5. Principle 14 in Romans—The Indwelling Spirit

When we face temptations to violate God’s will, we are to draw on the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit to enable us to be victorious over sin.

6. Principle 14 in Ephesians—Mutual Submission

In order to walk in God’s will, we must practice mutual submission, regardless of our God-ordained roles in the church, our families and our marriages.

7. Principle 11 in Ephesians—Walking in Love

Because of Christ’s supreme act of love for us, we are to walk in love in all of our relationships with one another. 

8. Principle 6 in 1 Timothy—A Profile for Christian Maturity

Men who are appointed to serve as elders/overseers in the church are to be selected based on a comprehensive biblical criteria for measuring Christian maturity.

9. Principle 18 in Matthew—The Way of Salvation

To be true to the Scriptures, we must believe and teach that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the one and only way to inherit eternal life.

