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Preparation for Service

1. Though God wants to use all of our life experiences to prepare us for various leadership roles, the greatest lesson He wants us to learn is to rely, first and foremost, on His ______________________ (Joshua 1:1-2; Numbers 11:28; Exodus 24:13; Numbers 13:16; Philippians 4:13). 

Reflection and Response:

What specific things can we do to remind ourselves that to be effective leaders—in our homes, in the church and in our vocational arenas—we must always rely first and foremost on our supernatural Source for wisdom and strength?
God’s Presence

2. No matter what the circumstances in life, God has ___________________ He will never leave us or forsake us (Joshua 1:5; Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5; Philippians 1:20-21).
Reflection and Response:

Why is God’s promise of His presence under the new covenant more comprehensive in eternal perspective than some of the Old Testament promises to Israel?
God’s Power

3. No matter what challenges we face in life, we can be _______________________ when we draw upon God’s strength and power (Joshua 1:6; Deuteronomy 34:10-12; 
2 Timothy 1:7; 2 Timothy 2:1; Hebrews 4:15-16). 
Reflection and Response:

In what circumstances and in what ways do we as Christians need to “be strong

 and courageous”?

Biblical Obedience and Blessings

4. In order to be successful within God’s plan for our lives, we must be devoted to ________________________ the Word of God as revealed in the Holy Scriptures (Joshua 1:7; 3 John 4).


Reflection and Response:

Why is it important to distinguish between God’s promises of blessings to Israel 
and God’s promises of blessings to those of us who are members of Christ’s body, the church?

Speaking the Truth
5. To be successful leaders in our homes and in our churches, we must faithfully _______________________________ the Word of God (Joshua 1:8; 1 Corinthians 11:1; 1 Timothy 4:11-13).


Reflection and Response:

How does this principle apply to all of us—as parents, as church leaders and as all members of Christ’s body?

Mutual Encouragement

6. It’s God’s will that all of us as believers _________________ our spiritual leaders (Joshua 1:16-17, 18b; Hebrews 13:17). 


Reflection and Response:
In what practical ways can all of us encourage our spiritual leaders to “be strong and courageous”?

Saving Grace

7. We must always remember that the message of Christ’s death and resurrection is for __________  ________________, regardless of who they are and the depth of their sin (Joshua 2:1).


Reflection and Response:

Why is it difficult for some people to accept the fact that God’s gift of grace, love and forgiveness extends to all people, regardless of their sins?

Faith That Works

8. Though God’s grace extends to all people, we must understand that true ___________ will eventually produce good ________________ (Joshua 2:8-11; Ephesians 2:8-10).


Reflection and Response:

Why do so many people believe that our entrance into heaven is dependent on whether or not we’ve done enough good works?

Honoring God

9. We can measure the degree of ______________________ of Christian leaders by the way they handle honor and esteem (Joshua 3:7-11; Philippians 2:5-8).


Reflection and Response:

How do we distinguish between having a good self-image (believing in ourselves in an appropriate way) and being guilty of prideful behavior that is self-honoring?

Memorial Reminders

10. As parents, we are responsible to periodically remind our children and grandchildren of God’s ______________________ and ____________________ in our lives (Joshua 4:20-22; Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Ephesians 6:4).

Reflection and Response:
What are some contemporary “memorial stones” we can have in our own homes to help us as parents remind our children that it is God whom we worship and it is He who has provided us with both our spiritual and material blessings?

Identification with Christ

11. As true believers, we should all be baptized in order to demonstrate that by faith we ________________ with Christ and have been ___________________ to a new life (Joshua 5:8-9; Genesis 17:10-11; Matthew 28:19).


Reflection and Response:
What would you say to a Christian who believes it’s unnecessary to be baptized?

Communion

12. All Christians are to remember the sacrificial _________________ of the Lord Jesus Christ by participating regularly in a communion meal (Joshua 5:10; Exodus 12:14; 
1 Corinthians 11:26). 

Reflection and Response:

What are some of the creative ways in which we can participate together in communion—from a token meal to a full meal?

A Holy God
13. As Christians, even though we can enter the Lord’s __________________ because of the sacrifice of His perfect Son, we must never forget that we are serving a holy God (Joshua 5:15; 1 Peter 1:14-16).


Reflection and Response:

What steps must we take as Christians to conform our lives more and more to God’s holiness?

God’s Compassion

14. We must remember that Jesus Christ has delayed His coming so that people will have an opportunity to _________________ and be ______________________ (Joshua 6:3-4; 2 Peter 3:8-9; 2 Peter 3:11).


Reflection and Response:
In view of God’s redemptive plan and His patience with all people, how should this affect the way we should live our lives as Christians? (See 2 Peter 3:11). 

