Principles to Live By Bible Study

Dr. Gene A. Getz

Deuteronomy

Week 19, Handout 1

September 21, 2004

Ungrateful and Prideful Behavior

14. If as Christians we live in an affluent culture, we must be on guard so that we don’t __________ the divine Source of our blessings and even __________ _____________for our successes (Deuteronomy 6:10-13; 8:12-14; 17-18; Judges 2:7-13; Matthew 6:21, 24).


Reflection and Response:

Obviously it is not wrong to have and enjoy material blessings, but how can we avoid allowing these “things” to become our “gods”?

Holy Living

15. On the one hand, God has called us to bring ___________ into a world dominated by sin and shrouded in ______________, but on the other hand, we are not to become a part of the world (Deuteronomy 7:6; Romans 3:10-12; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18).
Reflection and Response:

How can we be a witness in the world and yet not become a part of the world?

Wilderness Experiences

16. God, at times, allows difficult experiences to come into our lives to help us ___________ and _____________ in our faith (Deuteronomy 8:2; James 1:2-4).

Reflection and Response:

What are some of the specific lessons we can learn in our own “wilderness school”?

God’s Mercy and Grace

17. No matter how many good works we do as believers, we must never take ________________ for our salvation (Deuteronomy 9:4; Titus 3:4-7).
Reflection and Response:



Why is it our natural tendency to take credit for our salvation?
A Heart Change

18. In order to know God personally and be ______________, we must experience a true 
      heart change (Deuteronomy 10:15-16; Romans 2:28-29; John 3:3).
Reflection and Response:

What is the “new birth” and how can all people have this experience (read the rest of Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus as revealed in John 3:1-21). 

Love and Obedience

19.  The true test of our ______________ for God is the degree to which we __________   what He says (Deuteronomy 11:1; Matthew 22:37-41; John 15:9-10).

Reflection and Response:

How can Christians practice this Old Testament commandment and universal principle without being legalistic and constantly performing out of a sense of obligation and duty?

Personal and Corporate Worship

20. Though our High Priest, Jesus Christ, makes it possible for every true believer to enter God’s presence and worship Him at any moment and in any place, we must not fail to ____________ __________ regularly for mutual encouragement (Deuteronomy 12:8-11; Hebrews 10:24-25).
Reflection and Response:

Why is this New Testament injunction to meet together regularly so important in our western culture, particularly since we put so much emphasis on individualism?

God’s Ultimate Test

21. At times, God allows believers to be impacted by Satan and other evil spirits in order to test our _________ for Him (Deuteronomy 13:1-4; Luke 22:31-32; Matthew 4:8-11; James 4:7-8a).
Reflection and Response:

This principle certainly teaches us that we must be on guard against Satan’s influence in our lives, but how can we live our Christian lives with a sense of confidence that we need not fall into Satan’s traps? (see James 4:7-8). 

Negative Family Influences

22. As believers, we must be very careful that those ________________ to us do not lead us to turn away from God (Deuteronomy 13:6-8; Luke 14:26).

Reflection and Response:
How can we love others as He has loved us without allowing ourselves to put others before God?

Concern for the Poor

23. Every local church should have an effective system for helping to meet the ___________ ______________ _______ of others in the body of Christ (Deuteronomy 15:7; James 2:14-17).
Reflection and Response:
 Why is it important for the leadership in a local church to take the initiative in setting up a system to meet material needs rather than leaving this biblical task in the hands of individual believers?
Occult Activity

24. As Christians, we must never dabble in the _____________, seeking to be in contact with supernatural spiritual forces other than God Himself (Deuteronomy18:14, 10-11; Acts 13:10). 
Reflection and Response:

What are some of the more subtle forms of occult activity in our culture today and why should we avoid any involvement?
Maintaining Justice

25. As Christians, we must not ________________ another individual of sinful behavior unless there is more than one witness to the wrongdoing (Deuteronomy 19:15; 1 Timothy 5:19; Deuteronomy 19:16-19).

Reflection and Response:

How do we apply this principle where there is only one person who is accusing another person of sexual offenses?   
God’s Inscribed Word

26. As Christians, we must constantly ______________ God’s will for our lives as it is recorded in the Scriptures (Deuteronomy 27:8; 2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

Reflection and Response:

What can happen to Christians today who attend churches where the Bible is not taught accurately and systematically?  

Israel and the Church

27. God certainly promises to bless true believers who obey His will and as a loving 
      Heavenly Father to discipline us when we disobey, but we must not equate this 
      ________ _______________ process with the “blessings and curses” on Israel that
      were outlined in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15; Hebrews 12:7-11). 
Reflection and Response:

What often happens when the blessings and curses outlined for Israel are applied to believers living under grace—particularly as it relates to “good health and material prosperity”?

God’s Focus on Israel

28. To understand history—past, present and future—as members of Christ’s body the 
      church, we must understand God’s ________________ _______________ with the
      nation Israel (Deuteronomy 29:24; 30:6; Romans 11:25-27). 


Reflection and Response:

What often happens when we fail to distinguish between God’s plan for Israel as a nation and God’s plan for the church, the body of Jesus Christ?
God’s Promises

29. When Jesus Christ left this earth and returned to heaven, He promised all true
 believers He would be with us __________ (Deuteronomy 31:6; Matthew 28:20b;  

 Hebrews 13:5-6; 1 Corinthians 3:12-15). 

Reflection and Response:

Why should every Christian be motivated to discover and walk in God’s perfect will?

A Great Model

30. As Christians we must never forget to consult the first five books of the Old 
      Testament since they focus on the life of the _____________ _____________ Israel  

      has ever had—other than Jesus the Messiah (Deuteronomy 34:10-12; Matthew 
      17:1-3).
Reflection and Response:

Why do so many Christians fail to understand the significance of the Old Testament story? 
