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Qualified Assistants

1. As the church grows numerically, those who lead as _______________ shepherds need qualified men and women who can _____________ them in carrying out their God-ordained responsibilities  (Deuteronomy 1:9-13; Acts 6:1-4).

Reflection and Response:

When selecting those who are to assist primary shepherds in the church, what often happens when we appoint those who are not spiritually qualified—men and women who do not have good reputations, who do not demonstrate wisdom and who do not allow the Holy Spirit to direct their lives? 

Maintaining a Proper Focus

2. When we focus primarily on the ______________ and __________________ of life rather than on God’s ________________ ______________, we can become intensely discouraged, anxious and distorted in our thinking (Deuteronomy 1:26-29; Job 2:9-10; Hebrews 12:1-2).


Reflection and Response:

How can we maintain a proper balance between being humanly responsible in tackling life’s challenges and at the same time trusting God to resolve our problems?

Presuming on God’s Grace

3. When we fail God because of ________________ ____________________, we must not attempt to right the wrong in our own strength (Deuteronomy 1:41; Ephesians 6:10-13).

Reflection and Response:
Why is it so easy for all of us as Christians to operate in our own strength, even attempting to right the wrongs we have done?

Repentance

4. When we fail to obey God and suffer the consequences, we must repent from the ________________ in order to once again be in true fellowship with God and experience answers to prayer (Deuteronomy 1:44-46; Matthew 26:75).

Reflection and Response:

Why is it easy to feign repentance, even with tears, and yet not be truly sorry that we’ve offended God, presumed on His grace and hurt His reputation?

Accepting Life’s Realities

5. We should feel free to share our desires with God and even our _________________ of disappointment, but ultimately we must accept life as it is and ________________ ____________________, demonstrating a mature Christian perspective (Deuteronomy 3:23, 25-26; 2 Corinthians 12:7-9; Romans 8:28).


Reflection and Response:

How can we distinguish between those things that can be changed and those things we must accept as unchangeable?
The Revealed Word of God

6. As Christians we must accept and believe the ____________________ Word of God, not adding to it or subtracting from it (Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18; 2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

Reflection and Response:



What guidelines do we need to follow in interpreting Scripture accurately?

A Corporate Witness

7. As believers, we should live our lives in a way that will reveal to ________________ that we are reflecting the will of our Creator and Savior (Deuteronomy 4:5-6; 1 Peter 2:9, 12).


Reflection and Response:

In what ways is the nation of Israel and the church of Jesus Christ similar in God’s plan and in what ways is the church unique and different?

The Ten Commandments

8. With the exception of Sabbath keeping, as Christians we are to ______________ _____________________ to keeping the Ten Commandments and teaching them to our children (Deuteronomy 4:9-10; John 13:34-35; Romans 18:8-10; Romans 8:1-4). 


Reflection and Response:

As Christians who live under the new covenant, how can we attempt to keep the Ten Commandments without being legalistic?

Returning to God

9. No matter how far we depart from the will of God, if we truly seek Him and repent of our sins, like a _______________ ______________ He will welcome us back into the family of God (Deuteronomy 4:29; Luke 15:20-24).


Reflection and Response:

Why is it that Christians who deliberately walk out of the will of God often have a difficult time seeking God once again and returning to fellowship with Him and other believers?
Walk Worthy

10. In view of God’s revelation to us through the life of Jesus Christ and in view of His 

grace in calling us to be His children, we should love the Lord our God with all our hearts and with all our souls and ___________ _______________ of our great calling in Christ (Deuteronomy 4:39-40a; Ephesians 4:1-3).


Reflection and Response:

Why is it so easy, even as Christians, to take God’s love and grace for granted and, like the children of Israel, to follow our own fleshly desires rather than walking in the will of God?

Godly Fear

11. Though we are to be motivated to live for God because of His grace, we should 

__________________ this sense of spiritual freedom with a proper view of God’s greatness and holiness—namely godly fear (Deuteronomy 5:28-29; Philippians 2:12-13).  


Reflection and Response:

How can we balance a sense of freedom and celebration in our lives as we relate to God with a sense of reverential awe and godly fear?

Heart Knowledge

12. In order to communicate God’s Word effectively to others—particularly our children—we must allow it to become a vital part of __________ __________ ____________—the very fabric of our lives (Deuteronomy 6:4-6; Hebrews 4:12; Ephesians 3:14-19).


Reflection and Response:


When God’s Word becomes a part of the core of our being, it will flow out through our lives in all that we do. The question is, why is it so easy for Christians to never get beyond “head knowledge” when it comes to learning God’s Word?

Teachable Moments

13. In order to maximize learning experiences with our own children, as well as with others of all ages, we must take advantage of the __________________ _______________________ in our daily routines and relationships (Deuteronomy 6:6-9; 1 Thessalonians 2:10-12). 


Reflection and Response:

Why is it so important that what we say about God’s will matches the way we live?

Ungrateful and Prideful Behavior

14. If as Christians we live in an affluent culture, we must be on guard so that we don’t 

_______________ the divine Source of our blessings and even ______________ ___________________ for our successes (Deuteronomy 6:10-13; 8:12-14; 17-18; Judges 2:7-13; Matthew 6:21, 24).


Reflection and Response:

Obviously it is not wrong to have and enjoy material blessings, but how can we avoid allowing these “things” to become our “gods”?
