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Principles to Live By

God’s Unconditional Promises

1. We should live our lives with the full assurance that God will ultimately fulfill His unconditional promises (Exodus 1:6, 7; Genesis 12:2; 12:3; Galatians 3:16; Ephesians 1:13, 14).

Shifting Values 
2. Even though national values may at a point in time be influenced by biblical values, as Christians we must always walk carefully realizing our national values will shift in time and usually result in changes that are contradictory and even hostile to our biblical values (Exodus 1:8-10; Genesis 41:38, 39; 47:11; Romans 1:21-23).

Times of Persecution

3. As we live our lives as God’s people in a hostile environment, we must expect and accept a certain amount of persecution (Exodus 1:11; Genesis 50:6, 7; Acts 8:1; 2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Peter 4:12-14).

Wise Resistance

4. When those who persecute us insist that we violate biblical values, we must not disobey God but we must also decline with wisdom and discretion (Exodus 1:17-19; Ephesians 4:25; Acts 4:18-20; 1 Peter 3:13-17). 

Godly Parenting

5. As Christian parents living in today’s world, we must constantly guard our hearts and lives against how pagan influences will affect our effectiveness in protecting and nurturing our own children (Exodus 2:1, 2; Hebrews 11:23; Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21).

Proactive Parenting

6. As Christian parents living in today’s world, we must take a proactive 

approach that is thoroughly biblical in order to protect our children from evil influences (Exodus 2:3, 4; Hebrews 11:23; Matthew 2:13). 

A Family Affair


7. As Christian parents, in order to meet the challenges we face in the world in which we live, we must draw upon the love and support that comes from our extended family—our local church (Exodus 2:7, 8; Ephesians 2:19; Romans 12:10; Titus 2:3-5). 

Choosing the Right Path

8. God wants all of us as His children to make choices in our daily walk that honor and glorify God and put other’s needs first, regardless of the consequences to each one of us personally (Exodus 2:11; Hebrews 11:24-26; Philippians 2:3, 4).

Serving in God’s Strength

9. When we make decisions to use our gifts and abilities to serve God and others, He wants us to do so based on His timing and His strength (Exodus 2:12-15; Acts 7:22; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5). 
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Returning to God

10. When we’ve tried to solve our problems by ourselves or have relied on “______________  _________”—our own good fortunes, material prosperity, our human ingenuity and earthly pleasures—we must never hesitate to once again turn to God for help when we’re suffering the consequences of our human failures (Exodus 2:23-25; Luke 18:1-8).

Emotional Trauma

11. When we have experienced unusual trauma, particularly intense psychological 

__________________ and _________________, we mustn’t be surprised when it affects our ability to think and act with confidence 

(Exodus 3:11). 

	Moses’ Resistance
	God’s Response 

	Moses: Who am I? (3:11)
	God: I will certainly be with you (3:12).

	Moses: What should I tell them? (3:13)
	God: Say to the Israelites: “I AM has sent me to you” (3:14).

	Moses: What if they won’t believe me and will not obey me? (4:1).
	God: He gave Moses three signs: the rod that would become a serpent, the leprous hand that would become whole, and the water that would turn to blood (4:2-9).

	Moses: Please Lord, I’ve never been eloquent…I am slow and hesitant in speech (4:12).
	God: I will help you speak and will teach you what to say (4:12).


Honor and Respect

12. No matter what the circumstances, we should _______________ and _________________our parents, including our in-laws (Exodus 4:18; 20:12; Ephesians 6:1-3).

Painful but Helpful Tests

13. In dealing with our psychological weaknesses, God at times _____________ us in the very areas we’ve experienced _________________ (Exodus 5:19-21; 5:22-6:1; John 21:15-17).

Regression

14. As we continue on our journey toward spiritual maturity, we will normally 

________________ to old patterns of behavior and it’s God’s will that we, no matter what our age, take steps immediately to move ________________ in our lives (Exodus 6:12; 7:7; Titus 2:1-3)

Divine Therapy

15. God understands our weaknesses and wants to free us from any __________________________ and _________________ paralysis we may have so we can serve Him even more courageously and productively 

(Exodus 6:28-7:1; 14:13-14). 

The Ten Plagues

1. The Plague of Water to Blood
7:14     Then the Lord said to Moses
7:19
So the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron: ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt’”

2. The Plague of Frogs
8:5
     The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron: ‘Stretch out your hand’”

8:6
     When Aaron stretched out his hand

3. The Plague of Gnats
8:16
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch our your staff and strike the dust of the earth’”

8:17
Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff

4. The Plague of Insects
8:20     Then the Lord said to Moses
8:26     But Moses said

8:29     Moses said

5. The Plague of Pestilence
9:1
     Then the Lord said to Moses

6. The Plague of Boils
9:8      Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of furnace soot, and Moses is to throw it toward heaven in the sight of Pharaoh”

9:10
So they took furnace soot and stood before Pharaoh. Moses threw it towards heaven.

7. The Plague of Hail
9:22     Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward  

                                           heaven”

9:23      So Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven

8. The Plague of Locusts
10:12    The Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land   

             of Egypt”

10:13    So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt

9. The Plague of Darkness
10:21    And the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward 

             heaven”

10:22    So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven

10. The Plague of Death
11:1     The Lord said to Moses
11:4     So Moses said, “This is what the Lord says”

Temporary Assistance

16. In attempting to overcome problems of insecurity, we may need a temporary

“____________” to help us develop our own self-confidence as well as our trust in God (Exodus 7:1-2; Romans 12:4-5).

God’s Confidence

17 Healthy _______________________ and ________________________
are basic in developing our capacity to trust God (Exodus 14:21-22; 

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12).

Always Putting God First

18. All of us need others to believe in us—parents, siblings, fellow Christians,

      neighbors, friends, employers and employees—but mature Christians always 

      live in such a way so as to focus attention away from __________________  

      and toward __________ (Exodus 14:31; Acts 14:14-15). 

Glorifying God

19. A true test of our __________________ and __________________ maturity 

is when we can acknowledge and accept our own giftedness and successful endeavors, but at the same time, sincerely give all glory and praise to God for what He accomplishes through us (Exodus 15:2; 15:6; Philippians 3:4b-8a; John 15:4-5).    

Assignment for July 27, 2004


Most of the rest of Exodus involves various laws, instructions for the Tabernacle, the priestly garb, etc. However, there are some significant events that yield some powerful principles to live by. Note particularly:

· Israel’s behavior as they entered the wilderness (17).

· Jethro’s wisdom (18)

· The arrival at Mount Sinai (19)

· The Ten Commandments (20)

· The Golden Calf (32)

· Moses’ radiant face (34)

· Bezalel and Oholiab (35)

